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"It Is Well With My Soul"

When peace, like a rivelattendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say

It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, praigg.thg Lord, O my soul!

For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live:
If Jordan above me shall roll,
No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.

But, Lord, Otis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait,
The sky not the grave, is our goal;
Oh trump of the angel! Oh voice of the Lord!
Blessed hope, blessed rest of my soul!

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.
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Preface

This bookletis the product of the regular teachingministry with which I am entrusted
to fulbll on a weekly basis.It is a labour of love, but a labour nonethelessl hopethe
materialis at leasthalf the blessingto the readerasit hasbeenfor mein preparingthe
articles.

The articlesare designedto serveasa devotionalbasedstudy. Each lessonis assigned
with a memorizationactivity, comprehensionguestionsand a bve minute devotional.
There are six stanzasin the hymn of which a major themeis highlighted respectively

Each stanza and its related theme forms the topic for one week's devotional.
Consequently there are six weeks of devotional studies. Each week will have six

studies:the brst lessonwill be an explanationof one of the stanzasof the hymn; the

next four lessonswill be an expositionof a passagef Scripture conbrming the theme
of the stanzajthe sixth lessonwill be a bonusstudy collectedfrom a well known author

who haswritten on the topic under consideration.The mostimportant feature of these
devotional studiesis the supplementalScripture Frame which provides a bird's eye

view of the context of each passage.

It may be askedhow this bookletis different from other publicationscoveringthe same
subject matter

First, a commitmentto Biblical exposition. Devotionals should not only inspire, but
also educatethe people of God. The expositionsof this devotional are designedto
highlight the application by underscoringthe interpretation of each major text (the
Scripture Frame as reference point).

Second, a reafprmation of our Christian heritage in Hymnology. Although
contemporaryChristian musichasusheredin greatblessingsjt hasalsominimizedthe
blessingsour generationmay receivefrom the older hymns.Introducing the hymn, "It
Is Well With My Soul", in an attractive format not only invites the younger Christians
to learn about their ancestry but alsorevivesan interestin the older Christians who
may have lost their joy by neglecting its meaning.

Third, a consistentcharacterby using the poetic languageof the Authorized Version.
Modern translations may offer a helpful guide to the meaning of many obscure
passagesbut the time honoured AV has always beenregarded as a masterpieceof
literary attainmentthrough translation. The older hymns and the older translation of
Scripture complement each other

Fourth, its dedicationto SystematicTheology Hymns provide a platform for great
biblical themes. Each stanza of a hymn is like a nugget of self-containedtruth.
Likewise, eachpassageof Scripture hasits own unique designand "system"of truth.




Highlighting the themein eachstanzaand then uncoveringthe layersof truth in each
Scripture text unfolds a wide range of topics comprising the main tenets of the
Christian faith.

Fifth, its pledgeto reinforcetruth through the mind andthe heart. Music is a powerful
medium. Linking a Bible passagewith a Biblical song which together afbrm the
counsel of God allows the mind to be instructed and the heart to be inspired.

Sixth, its bdelity to a conservativeand evangelicaworld-view. Many devotionalswater
down the Gospelmessagewittingly or unwittingly, in an attemptto entertainwith sad
or funny secularstories. Although such storiesare linked with some"biblical theme",
too often there is no real connectionand the truth is lost either through an erroneous
illustration or bad anecdote.On the other hand, this devotional restricts itself to
biblical content.

Seventh,its versatile format. Although thesearticles are intendedto serveas a daily
devotion,they can neverthelesslouble up asa curriculum for teacherdeadingSunday
Schools, Bible Studies and even worship services.

This bookletwill provide the readerwith one month of devotionalmaterial. It is full of
Scriptural substanceand is useful as a supplementfor the generalreading of God's
Word. Each article is condensednto a bve minute packagemaking it easyto read and
assimilateIf thesequalitiesare featuressoughtatfter, then the readershouldreceivea
blessing from this publication.

"It Is Well With My Soul" provides a comprehensiveoverview on how a believeris
ableto live a successfuChristian life. On any new journey, it is alwayshelpful to pass
by sign postsalong the way that point the traveller in the right direction. This hymn
includessix sign poststhat will help the Christian know how to "live godly in Christ
Jesus."

It is with a desire for the Lord's blessing I leave you with this booklet.

Jared Smith




"Saved Alone."

When peace, like a river; attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Introduction: Horatio Spafford (20 October 1828- 16 October 1888) wasborn in New York
and died in Jerusalem,Israel. His life was full of blessings:Married to a wife namedAnna,
having eight children, becoming a successfullawyer, enjoying the prestige as a wealthy
businessmansecuring the esteemof fellow Christians of the Presbyterian persuasionand
cultivating a personalfriendship with renown evangelistD. L. Moody. But with every rose,
there are sharp thorns, and the beautiful life of Horatio was riddled with pricks and jabs.

I. The Failing Businessman. Horatio's successas a lawyer brought him great Pnancial gain.
Nevertheless,desiring to increasehis wealth, he took his probt and invested the bnancial
earningsin real estateon the shoreof Lake Michigan. On 8 October 1871,the city of Chicago
sufferedaterrible calamityknown asthe "Great ChicagoFire". Killing hundredsof peopleand
destroyingfour squaremiles of land, Horatio lost his investmentsand suffered Pnancial ruin.
Not only was his city leveled to the ground, his personal savings were obliterated.

II. The Burdened Father. It hasbeensaid,"for everybirth thereis a heartof joy, but for every
deaththere is a world of pain." In 1871,the Spaffordslost their four year old sonto Scarlet
Fever In 1873,the Spafford'slost their four daughtersto a shipping disasteron the Atlantic
Ocean.Detainedin New York on urgent businessHoratio sentaheadhis wife and childrento
Europe. While traveling on the S.S. Ville du Harvre, the steamshipcollided with an English
iron sailing vesselthe Loch Earn. Within twelve minutesof the collision, the vesselsunk and
226 passengerdost their lives. The survivors were brought to England where Anna sent a
telegramto her husbandwhich simplyread,"SAVED ALONE." The Spaffordshadthree more
children after the Atlantic tragedy Their secondson died in infancy, but their last two
daughters survived and joined their parents on the mission beld. The family moved to
Jerusalem, Israel in 1881 and helped form an organization called the American Colony, its
mission to serve the poor. However, it was the death of his four daughtersat seawhich
prompted Horatio to pen the famous words of this hymn.

ITI. The Yielding Servant. ThomasFuller wrote, "One cloud is enoughto eclipseall the sun."
Horatio lived under the ominouscloud of a thunderstormfor mostof his life, for whateverjoy
he receivedin blessingwas outweighedby the grief he bore in burdens. Aesoptells the fable
aboutan oak andareed:A giant oak tree stoodproudly neara brook whereslenderreedswere
known to grow. The force of a hurricane broke the oakin half after which it fell nearthe reeds.
Humbled by its diskgurement,the oak mumblesto the reeds,"l ambig and strong, but broken
in the wind; you are small and slender but retain your integrity." One of the reedsreplied,
"Whereasyou refuseto yield to the wind and are thereby broken in half, we comply with the
wind and are therein preserved.'Likewise, Horatio was asa slenderreedwho yielded himself
to the sovereignwill of God knowing that "the LORD is righteousin all His ways,and holy in
all His works." (Ps. 145:17) Thus, was his life preserved, "whatever his lot."
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Stanza 1

Contentment
How to Enjoy a Satisfied Life

When peace, like a riveiattendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say

It is well, it is well, with my soul.

"Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have
learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith to be
content. | know both how to be abased, and | know
how to abound: every where and in all things | am
instructed both to be full and to be hungryoth to
abound and to suffer need. | can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me."

(Phdwpians 4:11-15)

Copyright © 2010 Jared Smith
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Assignment 12

Monday:

(1) Read "Day 1: Rivers of Peace and Billows of Sorrows"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 1"

(3) Memorize Phil. 4:11-13

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Tuesday:

(1) Read "Day 2: The School of Contentment”
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 2"

(3) Memorize Phil. 4:11-13

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VeIl With My Soul."

Wednesday:

(1) Read "Day 3: The Classroom of Instruction - Explanation™
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 3"

(3) Memorize Phil. 4:11-13

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VéIl With My Soul."

Thursday:

(1) Read "Day 4: The Classroom of Instruction - Application"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 4"

(3) Memorize Phil. 4:11-13

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Friday:

(1) Read "Day 5: The Playground of Experience - 'Hard Knocks"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 5"

(3) Memorize Phil. 4:11-13

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."

Saturday:

(1) Read "Supplement: John Gill on Contentment"

(2) Answer Questions for "Bonus: Supplement”

(3) Memorize Phil. 4:11-13

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."

(5) Write a Testimony: Choose one of the truths learned from the lesson and explain
how you personally experienced that truth in your life during the week.




Ouestions 13
o

1. Day 1: Rivers of Peace and Billows of Sorrow

(1) What do "rivers" and "billows" represent?
(2) How does the "sovereign government" of God relate to "whatever my lot"?
(3) Why does God sometimes allow the Christian to suffer?

2. Day 2: The School of Contentment

(1) What are the two levels of learning in the "School of Contentment"?
(2) From which authority did Paul "learn" to be content?
(3) What is the difference between "explaining" a truth and "applying" a truth?

3. Day 3: The Classroom of Instruction - Explanation

(1) Name some of thethingsin your life that sometimes become substitutes for the Word of God.
(2) Why is the Word of God the only dependable textbook able to teach truth?
(3) What does "contentment" mean?

4. Day 4: The Classroom of Instruction - Application

(1) Describe the difference between the way a Christian and a non-christian views life.
(2) Describethe difference between God "using the bdiever” and God “working through the believer”.
(3) How does the believer's satisfaction in Christ relate to his strength from Christ?

5. Day 5: The Playground of Experience - "Hard Knocks"

(1) What does Paul mean when he uses the word "instructed"” in verse 127

(2) What is the difference between "knowledge", "understanding” and "wisdom"?
(3) What message should Christians be trying to share with their friends and family?

6. Bonus: Supplement

(1) According to points 1 and 2, how does "envy" and "covetousness" unsettle the soul?
(2) According to point 4, name three things that you "fret" about on a daily basis.
(3) According to point 5, why should the Christian never "complain"?
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The Scripture Frame

Philippians 4:11-15

(These notes are to be used in conjunction with the daily studies)

(11a) The School of Contentment: Complaining Forsaken
11 Not that | speak in respect of want:

(11b) The Classroom of Instruction: Explanation - satisfaction in every condition

(through Christ)
for | have learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith to be content.

(12a) The Playground of Experience: Extreme Conditions
- abasement and abundance
121 know both how to be abased, and | know how to abound:

(12b) The Playground of Experience: Discipline of Hard Knocks

- in every place and all circumstances
every where and in all things | am instructed

(12b) The Playground of Experience: Extreme Conditions
- fulness and hunger
both to be full and to be hungryboth to abound and to suffer need.

(13) The Classroom of Instruction: Application - strength for every circumstance

(through Christ)
131 can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
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Day 1: Rivers of Peace and Billows of Sorrow

When peace, like a river; attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Introduction: Rivers and billows, mountains and valleys, sunshineand rain: these are the
extremitiesof life through which all creationmustpassand live. Every personhashis "highs"as
well ashis "lows". There are goodtimesand there are bad times.God hasarrangedit to be this
way, for "to everything thereis a seasonand atime to every purposeunder the heavenatime”
for every circumstance according to the plan of God. (Ecc. 3:1-15) Consider:

I. The Extremities of Circumstances. "When peacelike a river, attendeth my way, When
sorrows like seabillows roll." Rivers and billows are the analogieschosento describethe
extreme experiencesof peaceand sorrow. Rivers are deep channelscarved out in the earth
through which water Bows from the summit of a mountain through the outlets of the valleys.
They are characteristicallypeaceful bringing muchrefreshmentto "adry and thirsty land". On
the other hand, billows are large wavesof water accumulatedon the surfaceof an oceanby the
unfettered wind gathering in a tempest. They are characteristically fearful, bringing great
distressto sailorswhose ships have little stability on the stormy seas.Rivers resemblethose
occasionswhen peaceand joy refresh the soul; billows resemblethose experienceswhen
despairand sorrow unsettlethe soul. One is thought of as a blessing,the other as a burden.
Sometimes,'peace like a river, attendethmy way," and other times, "sorrows like seabillows
roll.”

I1. The Oversight of God. "Whatevermy lot..." Whether it be the rivers of peaceor the billows
of sorrow, all things are governedby the LORD who "sitteth upon the 3ood; yea,the LORD
[that] sitteth king forever™" (Ps. 29:10) (1) His SovereignGovernment.His dominion is an
everlastingdominion and "He doeth accordingto His will in the army of heaven,and among
the inhabitants of the earth." (Dan. 4:35) For this reason,we may say, "whatevermy lot..." is
according to His sovereignwill. (2) His SovereignGrace. He has promised, "My graceis
sufkcient for thee:for My strengthis madeperfectin weakness.(2 Cor. 12:9) God will often
distribute the "lot" of pain and suffering sothat we may say, "Most gladly thereforewill | rather
glory in my inBrmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me." (2 C&R:9)

ITI. The Instruction of Scripture. "Thou hasttaught meto say" The Lord not only reignsas
the supremeGovernor whosesovereigngraceovershadowseveryturn in the winding path His

people travel, but He also embracesHis people as a loving Father, tenderly teaching His

childrenthe lessongf life. "Like asa father pitieth his children, sothe LORD pitieth themthat

fear Him. For He knoweth our frame."(Ps. 103:13)Every stepwe takeis outlinedin the Word

of God wherein He teachesus how to react and what to sayin responseto all experiences.
Thosedelicatewords every achingheartlongsto repeat,that calmingexpressionevery bruised

soulseeksto embrace that comforting assurancesverydistressednind searchedo secure|s to

be found in the mouthsof thosewho havebeentaught by Christ, "It is well, it is well, with my

soul.”
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Day 2: The School of Contentment

"Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewdth to be content. I
know both how to be abased, and I know how to abouno: every where and in all [b[ngd 1 am tnotructed both to
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me." - Phil. 4:11-15

Introduction: Many believersassumethat living the Christian life is relatively easyand is
automatically attended by complete satisfactionno matter the circumstancesHowever, this
misconceptionhas led many Christians to doubt their own salvation since the kind of
satisfactionthey were expectinghas not beenexperiencedall the time. The Apostle Paul had
beenput into a very difbcult circumstancewhen he wrote the words of our text. Not only was
he suffering under the immediatepersecutionof Romansoldiers,he had alsobeenimprisoned
in a Roman dungeon where he was forced to keep company with hardened criminals.
Nevertheless,he was able to testify that he possessea@ satisfactioneven through suffering.
How was he able to be content under such conditions? The answer is found in the four
referenceshe makesto "learning”.If the child of God is to be satisked under all conditions,he
must enter the School of Contentment.

I. The School of Contentment. Paul said, "Not that | speakin respectof want...". In other
words, Paul is sayingto the church, "Pleasedo not misunderstandmy expressionof gratitude
for your kind contribution - | havenot describedmy difbcult circumstancesnd poor condition
becausel am complaining about the things that have happenedto me." His reasonfor not
complainingabout his problemsare summarizedunder the analogyof a school.He says,"For |

havelearned","| aminstructed"and"l know how". There aretwo levelsof learningin school:
prst, the theory explainedby textbooksin a classroom;second,the experiencepracticed by
inter-relationships on a playground.

II. The Classroom of Instruction. From where doesPaul receivehis knowledgewhen he says
he has"learned"?From the sameresourcehe ascribedor Timothy's knowledge:"Continuethou
in the thing which thou hastlearnedand beenassuredof, knowing of whom thou hastlearned
them; and that from a child thou hastknown the Holy Scriptures,which are ableto makethee
wise unto salvationthrough faith which is in Christ Jesus."(2 Tim. 3:14,15) There are two

partsto suchknowledge.(1) Explanation. This is where knowledgeis gainedthrough a written

lesson aninstruction manual.”l havelearned(from the truth of Scripture) in whatsoeverstate
| am, therewith to be content.” (Prov. 19:23) (2) Application. This is where knowledge is
gainedthrough personalconnection- making the lessonmeaningfulfor one'sself.”l cando all

things (based on the truth of Scripture) through Christ which strengthenethme." Yes,
satisfactionin every condition and strength for every circumstanceis a lessonto be learned
from the textbook of Holy Scripture.

ITI. The Playground of Experience. Now the lessonof contentmenthasbeenlearnedby the
explanationof Scripture and its applicationto life, it mustbe practicedin the "hard knocks" of
everydayexperience So Paul says,"l know both how to be abasedand| know how to abound:
everywhereandin all things | aminstructed both be be full and to be hungry, both to abound
and to suffer need." In every extremityve may be conétent of Christ's sufleiency!
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Day 3: The Classroom of Instruction - Explanation

"For [ have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content"— Phil. 4:11

Introduction: It is a common practice today for Christians to seek an increaseof their
knowledge from all other resourcesasidefrom God's Word. Whether it be music, authority
Pgures, the media, self-help"christian” literature, peer pressureor even personalexperience,
men and women are embracingall sourcesof information at the expenseof Biblical truth. Of
course,suchthings are seldomconsidereddistractionsor substitutionsfor the Word of God.
Nevertheless,they have becomelike a cancerwhich has eatenaway at some of the most
dedicated Christians. Let us reevaluate the source from which we increase our knowledge.

I. The Textbook. It was pointed out in Day two's study that Paul had "learned"his lessonon
contentmentfrom the sametextbook asyoung Timothy. For he gavethis counselto his sonin
the faith, "Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assuredof,
knowing of whom thou hast learnedthem; and that from a child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvationthrough faith which is in Christ
Jesus.All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is probtable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousnessthat the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all goodworks." (2 Tim. 3:15-17)Consider (1) Timothy had learnedthe truth
from God's Word as a child; (2) Timothy had been assuredof the truth by God who had
instructed him; (3) Timothy had beenmadewise unto salvationthrough faith which is in Christ
Jesusasa result of his knowledgeof Holy Scripture; (4) the authority of Scripture is sealedby
God Who has breathed out (inspired) His Word; (5) the probt of Scripture is fourfold:
doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness(6) the purposeof Scripture is
for the man of God to be throughly furnished unto all good works. Thus, Paul had "learned"
the lessonon contentmentfrom the textbook of Scripture which is the only sufkcient rule for
all saving knowledge, practice and faith. It is the only dependable textbook able to teach us t

II. The Lesson. What doesPaul sayhe learnedfrom the Scripture?"In whatsoeverstatel am,
therewith to be content."Suchtruth is containedin thesepassagesiob 13:15;Psalm37:18,19;
73:25. If, however we seek for a demnition on the word "content", we would say that
contentmentis the quality of rest cultivated by satisfactionin Christ. (1) The Quality of Rest:
Paul told Timothy, "For God hath not given usthe spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind." (2 Tim. 1:7) The Christian has beendelivered from an unsettledspirit by
being anchoredsecurelyin the Lord JesusChrist. This is why he is able to remain unmoved
during the worst circumstances his assurancen an unchangingGod giveshim stability in an
ever changingworld. (2) Cultivated: Paul gavethis counselto the Christiansin Colosee- "Set
your affection on things above, not on things on the earth...your life is hid with Christ in

God." (Col. 3:1-4) As aresult of our securityin Christ, the Christian is to nurture his new life

in Christ by making spiritual investmentsinstead of merely increasinghis earthly riches; (3)

Satisfactionin Christ: Paul testiked, "Yea, doubtless,and | count all things but lossfor the
excellencyof the knowledgeof Christ Jesusmy Lord: for whom | have sufferedthe lossof all

things, and do count them but dung, that | may win Christ". (Phil. 3:8) The lossof his wealth,
his friends and his freedomcould not unsettlehis soul, for what losshe sufferedon the earth
was softened by the eternal riches he possessed in Christ. Such is our hope and joy too!
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Day 4: The Classroom of Instruction - Application

"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me."— Phil. 4:15

Introduction: We learnedin Day three'sstudy that contentmentis the quality of restcultivated
by satisfactionin Christ. Invariably linked with contentmentis empowermentFor when Paul
appliedhis satisfactionin Christ to the various circumstancef life, he cameto the conclusion
that he could "do all things through Christ which strengthshim." The believerwho enjoysa
peacefulheart of contentmentreceivesthe addedbenek of a powerful capacityto persevereA
Christian is able to "continue stedfastly" in the Lord based on three governing principles.

I. Possibility in Opportunity. Paul said,"l cando all things". All things include the blessings
and the burdens.Paul sayshe "cando" it all - he hasthe capacityto sing and cry, to gain and

loose, to be prosperousand poor, to enjoy friendship and opposition. Such a capacity to

conkdently live through the good and bad times is a quality not possessedy everyone.
However, it is a gift availableto every believerin Christ. If a Christian's satisfactionis in

Christ, then he hasa different perspectiveon life. He no longerviewsthe world asthe objectof

pleasure put rather embraceghe Lord asthe fulnessof gratibcation. As far asheis concerned,
the world existsto bring him closerto God, not draw him further from the Lord. He makesa

distinction betweenthe blessingsand the Blesser Becausdhe Blesseris the objectof his desire,
"all things" (blessings/burdenspecomea meansto enjoy the Blesser "All things" are therefore
seen as opportunities to enjoy God and the possibilities of such a life are immeasurable.

II. Animation, not Utilization. Paul specifesthat his capacity"to do all things"is contingent
"through Christ". The Greek preposition "en", translated into English as "through", means
"beingor remainingwithin, with the primary ideaof restand continuance" Paul thereforetells
us the reasonwhy he is able "to do all things"is becausehe is animated(living within Christ).

Jesusexpressedhis idea by using the analogyof a vine and the branches:"| amthe vine, ye
are the branches:He that abidethin me,and| in him, the samebringeth forth much fruit: for

without Me ye cando nothing." (John 15) The relationshipbetweenChrist and the believeris

reciprocal- Christ and the believerlive in eachother. This union is essentiako all activity, for

"without [Christ} ye cando nothing." Utilization, on the other hand, means"'to make practical
useof" something.Christiansoftenthink of themselvesas"toolsto be used"rather thana"glove
to be blled". The difference,of course,is that a tool receivespower from a hand on the outside
and its shaperemainsconformedto its own design;a glove receivespower from a hand on the

inside and its shapeis conformedto the imageof the objectblling it. Instead of "using” Christ

or being "used" by Christ, Paul is working through Christ to accomplish "all things".

III. Power from Pleasure. Finally, Paul sayshe can do all things through Christ "which
strengenethme." We can do all things through Christ which strengthensus, becausewe live
with all things through Christ who satiskesus. Unlesswe are fully satiskedin Him, we cannot
know the fulness of His strength. Christians want the benek of spiritual power, without
consideringthe necessityof spiritual pleasure As there is pleasurein eatingfood which brings
nourishment for physical strength, so there is pleasurein "eating" of Christ which brings
nourishmentfor spiritual strength. Satisfactionis to strength, what the root is to the fruit.
When Christ is "all in all"* (satsifaction), then we can do "all things" through Him (strength).
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Day 5: The Playground of Experience - "Hard Knocks"

"I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need." — Phil. 4:12

Introduction: Paul's "learning" in whatsoever state he was, therewith to be content, is a
different kind of educationthan his "instruction” to be full and hungry, abasedand abounding.
Let us examine the difference between "learning" and "instruction" as referenced by Paul.

I. The Discipline of Hard Knocks. Paul says, "l am instructed". The Greek word is
"memuhmai“which refers to the "ancientmysteries"taught to studentsthrough an initiation
process.Paul usesthe word to describethe "mysteriesof providence"learned through the
initiation processof poverty and prosperity. In modern terms, Paul is talking about the
discipline of "Hard Knocks". GeorgeAde, an American columnist,coinedthis phrasein 1912.
It was popularizedby the song,"It's the Hard Knocks Life", in the 1977 musicaladaptationof
Annie - the story aboutpoor and oppressedrphansstrugglingto makeit through adversity As
there are essentiallessonsthat must be learned in the classroomthrough the textbook of
Scripture, so there are also invaluable lessonsthat can only be gatheredon the playground
through personal experience.We may helpfully divide the learning processas follows: the
classroomis where information is accumulated(knowledge); the homeworkroom is where
knowledgeis assimilated(understanding);the playgroundis where understandingis skillfully
applied (wisdom). It is important to observe,"hard knocks" are experienced’'every where and
in all things". Attempting to movecountry or changecircumstancenly ushersin a new setof
"hard knocks". Although "hard knocks" are inescapable, they are nevertheless indispensable

II. The Balance of Extreme Conditions. Paul says,"l know both how to be abased,and |

know how to abound...bothto be full andto be hungry, both to aboundandto suffer need."He
usesthree expressiongo describethe sameidea- if the experiencesf life are measurableon a
number scale, then there must be negative as well as positive numbers in order for the
calculationto be balanced."Abasement"’hunger"and "sufferingneed"describethe humiliating
condition of living under the baseline of poverty and being a reproach to the wealthy;
"abounding”, "fullness" and "abundance"describe the exalted condition of living above the
baselineof prosperity and beingthe envy of the poor. Paul had lived in both circumstancesand
it was his conclusionthe one was as necessaryasthe other. We mustremembey sunshineand
rain are extremeconditions,yet both are required for maintainingthe balanceof life on earth.
This is why Paul could conkdently testify to the pastorsin Ephesusthat although he was not
sure the exact nature of the persecutionthat was quickly approaching,neverthelesshe says,
"noneof thesethings move me, neither count | my life dearunto myself,sothat I might Pnish
my coursewith joy, and the ministry, which | havereceivedof the Lord Jesus,to testify of the
gospelof the grace of God." (Acts 20:24) Whatever the affdiction, he was unmoved by the
prospectof sufferingbecauseéhis journey in life wasfoundedon the joy he hadin Christ and he
wasdeterminedto bnish his journey with joy. Furthermore, Christ had given him a job to fulpll

through the course of his journey, "the ministry", for which he availed himself of every
opportunity "to testify of the gospelof the graceof God." May we learn by the exampleof Paul,
that sometimesour suffering may open up occasiongo sharewith othersthe reasonfor our
peace and satisfaction in life - "the gospel of the grace of God."
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Supplement: John Gill on Contentment

Contentmentis an entire acquiescencef a man®mind in his lot and portion, in his stateand
condition in the present life, be it what it maprosperous or adverse. Consider:

1. Contentmentand envy are contrary to one another; "envying and strife" go together and
where there is strife and contention there is no contentment,but "confusionand every evil
work;" a man that enviesthe superior or equal happinessof another neither of which he can
bear, inwardly pinesand frets at it. Envying and fretting meetin the samepersons,and are
equallydeportedfrom; and are evilsto be found in goodmen,whenthey observethe prosperity
of the wicked, and dwell upon their own affiictions (Ps. 37:1,7;73:3), and are contrary to that
“charity" which "envieth not;" to rest and acquiescencen the will of God, which becometh
saints;and wherethe sin of envy is predominant,a mancanhaveno true contentmentof mind;
"envy is rottennessof the bones,"it gnawsupon a man, torments him, eatsout his very vitals;
"Wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one" (Pr&4:30; Job 5:2).

2. Contentmentis oppositeto avarice, and avarice to that; and therefore the one must be
quitted in order to possesghe other. "Let your conversationbe without covetousnessand be
contentwith suchthings asye have"(Heb. 13:5), a covetousman cannotbe a truly contented
man; he cannot be content with what he has, he always wants more. The Greek word for

"covetousnessis pleonexia,"a having" or a desireto "havemore;"not but that there may be a
lawful desire of having more in somecasesand for somegood ends and purposes,and in

submissionto the will of God; but it is an anxious,immoderate,and unboundeddesireof more
which is criminal; and especiallyto haveit in an unlawful way, and when a personhasmuch
already;it is often usualwith mento Px uponthe pitch of wealth andrichesthey are desirousof

attaining to, and think if they could attain to that they should be content; now such persons,
until they arrive at sucha pitch, mustbe all the while in a stateof discontent;and shouldthey
arrive to it they are not sure of content; nay they seldomhaveit, but then enlargetheir desires
and extend their limits; in short they never have enough,but are like the horseleechcrying,

"Give, give," more and more; and in other things personsof this complexion are like that

creature,of which naturalistsobserveit hasno passagehrough, it takesin all it canbut letsout

nothing; as a covetousman graspsat all he can, but will part with nothing; and like the said
creature, which breaks and bursts with its own fulness.

3. Contentmentis oppositeto pride and ambition. A proud ambitiousman cannotbearthat any
should be above him, or upon a footing with him; and when he observesthis, it gives him
uneasinessand blls him with disquietudeand discontent;yealet his pride and ambitionbe ever
somuchgratibed, heis not content, he still wantsmore;for the proud man"enlargeshis desires
ashell," or the grave,and like that "cannotbe satisked," which, how full soevey neversays,"It
Is enough”(Hab. 2:5;Prov. 30:16),for though the world is setin their hearts,and they haveall
thatisin it, "the lust of the Resh,the lust of the eyes,and the pride of life," they are not content;
asit is reported of Alexandetr when he had conqueredthe whole world ashe thought, satdown
and cried becausethere was not another world to conquer; so boundlesswere his pride and
ambition, and so little contentment had he in his acquisitions.

4. Anxiety of mind, or a distressingcare about worldly things; as about food, drink, and



21

raiment, is contrary to true contentmentof mind; and thereforeour Lord dissuadegrom it by a

variety of argumentswhich maybereadin (Matthew 6:25-34)."Take no thoughtfor your life,"

&c. to do this is to act below the creatures;they might learn better things from them: besides,
suchanxiouscareis needlessand of no avail, nothing is to be got by it; God will take care of

his people;the grand point is, to seekthe kingdom of God, and his righteousnessand leaveall

other things with him; which is the best way to have contentment and happiness.

5. Murmurings and repinings under adversedispensationsof providence,are the reverseof
contentmentof mind; suchasare frequently to be observedin the Israelitesin the wilderness,
who were a discontentedpeople,often murmuring againstMosesand Aaron, and repining at
affictive providences;and from which Christians are dehorted by their example;"Neither
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured;" and murmurers and complainersare joined
together and both must be reckoned among discontentedpersons;for which murmurs and
complaintsthere is no reason,not even under afl3ictive providences:not with the people of
God; for their aff3ictions are fatherly chastisementsnor with wicked men, though they are
punishmentsfor "whereforedoth aliving mancomplain,a manfor the punishmentof his sins?"
since it is less than he deserves (Lam. 3:39).



Stanza 2

Assurance
How to Cultivate a Confident Life

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,

Let thes blest asourance control,
That Chrust bath regarded my bhelpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

"What shall we then say to these things? If God be

for us, who can be against us? He that spared not

His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how

shall He not with Him also freely give us all

things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of

God's elect? It is God that justigth. Who is he that

condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rathehat

IS risen again, who is even at the right hand of God,

who also maketh intercession for us."
(Romanos 8:51-59)
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Assignment

Monday:

(1) Read "Day 1: Blest Assurance”

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 1"

(3) Memorize Romans 8:31-34

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Tuesday:

(1) Read "Day 2: The Security of God's Children"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 2"
(3) Memorize Romans 8:31-34
(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VéIl With My Soul."

Wednesday:

(1) Read "Day 3: Sovereign Grace Reigns"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 3"

(3) Memorize Romans 8:31-34

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."

Thursday:
(1) Read "Day 4: The Courtroom: Debt Paid"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 4"

(3) Memorize Romans 8:31-34
(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VeIl With My Soul."

Friday:

(1) Read "Day 5: The Courtroom: Judgment Pronounced"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 5"
(3) Memorize Romans 8:31-34
(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VeIl With My Soul."

Saturday:

(1) Read "Supplement: Charles Spurgeon on Assurance"

(2) Answer Questions for "Bonus: Supplement”
(3) Memorize Romans 8:31-34
(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."
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(5) Write a Testimony: Choose one of the truths learned from the lesson and explain

how you personally experienced that truth in your life during the week.




Ouestions
o
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1. Day 1: Blest Assurance

(1) What is the two-fold assault brought against the Christian in the spiritual warfare?
(2) What are the two natures united together in the Person of Jesus Christ? Explain.
(3) How does the work of Christ assure the Christian of certain victory?

2. Day 2: The Security of God's Chilren

(1) Explain the plan of God in salvation as described in Rom. 8:29 and 30.
(2) Explain the two categories organized by Paul as stated in Rom. 8:31.
(3) Explain the type of argument Paul uses in Rom.8:32-34.

3. Day 3: Sovereign Grace Reigns

(1) What does "sovereign grace' mean?
(2) Who are the recipients of sovereign grace?
(3) Name some of the enemies of sovereign grace which have attacked you.

4. Day 4: The Courtroom: Debt Paid

(1) Describe the e characteristics of the courtroom as explained in the introduction.
(2) What problem is the Advocate resolving?
(3) How does Jesus Christ solve that problem?

5. Day 5: The Courtroom: Judgment Pronounced

(1) What is the meaning of justi¢ation?
(2) How does a sinner receive justtiation?
(3) What happens to the enemy who try to accuse the justsinner of condemnation?

6. Bonus: Supplement

Why is the blood of Christ necessary in order to be justdbwith God?
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The Scripture Frame

Romans 8:31-54

(These notes are to be used in conjunction with the daily studies)

(31a) The Challenge: What Conclusion Can be Drawn from Verses 29 and 30?
31 What shall we then say to these things?

(31b) The Proposition: Sovereign Grace Reigns Supreme
If God be for us, who can be against us?

(32-34) The Argument: An Examination in a Court of Law

(32) The Debt is Paid: Christ Crucified - freely giving us all things
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things?

(33a) The Accusers are Silenced: Who Shall Charge God's Elect?
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of Gedéect?

(33b) The Judge has Sentenced: God Has Justified
It is God that justiketh.

(34a) The Accusers are Silenced: Who Shall Condemn God's Elect?
34 Who is he that condemneth?

(34b) The Debt is Paid: Christ Crucified - making intercession for us
It is Christ that died, yea ratherthat is risen again, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
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Day 1: Blest Assurance

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,

Let this blest asourance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed Hews own blood for my soul.

Introduction: Christianity helps us face the "war", even when we do not like bghting the

"battles".Describing the Christian life in terms of warfare may sound pessimistic,yet we are

not only warranted to usethis analogyfrom the Word of God, we are alsowitnesseshrough

personalexperience.The battleswe bght are many with varying degreesof danger However,

the war we faceis onewith absoluteassuranceof victory. We may learn two important lessons
from the second stanza of our hymn, "It Is &V With My Soul."

I. A Warfare of Casualties. "Though Satanshould buffet, though trials shouldcome."(1) The
Nature of the Warfare. There is a two-fold assault brought against the Christian. First,
temptation,which is the deceptiveallurementto partake of somethingunlawful or unprobtable.
This is the modusoperandiof Satanwhereinthe Christian is warned to "be sober be vigilant;
becauseyour adversarythe devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seekingwhom he may
devour: whom resist stedfastin the faith." (1 Pet. 5:8,9) Second, trials, which are the
providential testingsthat bring resistanceo the Christian'sadvancementn life. Suchtrials are
purposed to strengthen the spiritual "muscles"which can only be accomplishedthrough
resistance.'There hath no [trial] takenyou but suchasis commonto man:but God is faithful,
who will not sufferyou to be [tried] abovethat ye are able;but will with the [trial] alsomakea
way to escapethat ye may be ableto bearit." (1 Cor. 10:13)(2) The Limitations of Warfare.
Although there are casualtiean the Christian ranks (backsliding), yet there is nevera spiritual
fatality (loosing salvation).JesusadvisedHis disciplesto "fear not them which kill the body,
but are not ableto kill the soul..."(Matt. 10:28) The believerin Christ is securedby graceso
that we may testify with Paul, "I am persuadedthat neither death, nor life...shallbe able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Rom. 8:28-39)

II. A Strategy of Conquest. "Let this blest assurancecontrol..." God has guaranteedthe
victory by "giving to us eternallife, and this life is in His Son."(1 Jn. 5:11) This strategicplan
is centeredin the personand work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1) His Person."Christ has
regardedmy helplessestate" because'though He wasrich, yet for our sakesHe becamepoor,
that we through His poverty might be rich." (2 Cor. 8:9) The Creator becameone with His
creation,yet His divine nature remainedunmingledwith His humannature, being one unique
and distinguishedPerson. Unless Jesus is absolutely God, He would be unable to saveus;
unlessHe is completelyman, He would be unqualiled to saveus. (2) His Work. "And hath
shedHis own blood for my soul."He cameto this earthin order to redeemHis people.This is
why we "give thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saintsin the light: who hath deliveredus from the power of darkness,and
hath translatedusinto the kingdom of His dear Son:in whom we haveredemptionthrough His
blood, eventhe forgivenessf sins...andyou, that were sometimealienatedand enemiesn your
mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciledin the body of His 3eshthrough death,to
present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight.” (Col. 1:12-14)
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Day 2: The Security of God's Children

"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for ws, who can be against us? He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who ts be that condemneth?

It ts Christ that died, yea rather, that is rwen again, who ts even at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us." - Romans 8:51-59

Introduction: It is natural for a child in his underdevelopedife to entertain fearsand doubts
aboutthe daunting and intimidating world around him. This is equally true for a child of God.
There are many things to unsettle a Christian, not least of which is the insecurity of his
salvation, experienced at different times and witludduating degrees of uncertainty

I. The Challenge. Paul said,"What shall we then sayto thesethings?"He had beenexplaining
in verses29 and 30 how God had completedHis plan of salvationbefore He madethe world.
Foreknown unto God are all things that shall cometo pass,becauseHe hasordainedall things
that will cometo passaccordingto His eternalcounsel.Before bringing us into the world, He
predestinatedus to be conformedto the imageof His Son. Upon our exit from the world, He
gloribes us to be perfectedin His Son. Between birth and death, He then ties together the
string of time by giving to His people spiritual life through regenerationand granting His
peoplea new legal standingthrough Justibcation. Thus, the Christian hasa permanentright to
be a child of God through a spiritual birth and by a legaladoption."And becauseye are sons,
God hath sentforth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore
thou art no more a servant,but a son;andif a son,then an heir of God through Christ." (Gal.
4:4-7) What more need be added to strengthen the assurance of our eternal security?

II. The Proposition. With a resounding voice of bold and conkdent conviction, Paul
concludes,'If God be for us,who canbe againstus?”lt is asif the apostletook a survey of the
world and organizedthe factsinto two categoriesln the brst group, he includesthe world of
nature asa thing proceedingfrom and dependingon God; the wicked works of Satanand his
demonic host; the sinfulnessand misery of man as he suppressesand perverts his innate
knowledgeof God; and the consequentiajudgmentof deathpronouncedagainstsinners.ln the
secondgroup, he includesthe Creator who upholdsall things by the power of His Word; the
vanquishingof Satanby the victory of Christ; the redemptionof sinful man by the blood of
Christ; and death, the last enemyto be destroyedby Christ. After careful examination,it was
Paul's deduction that "if God be for us, none can be against us!"

ITI. The Argument. However, lest his conclusionbe dismissedas an unfounded opinion of
unrealistic or delusionalassumptionshe goeson to argue the caseasin a court of law. He
contendsthe debt of the sinner hasbeenpaid in full: "He that sparednot His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?...Itis
Christ that died, yearather, that is risen again,who is evenat the right hand of God, who also
makethintercessionfor us."What is the verdict? "It is God that justibeth.” The Divine Judge
has pronounceda sentenceof "not guilty" as a result of Christ's sacrifce and substitutionary
work. If this is true, then "Who shall lay any thing to the chargeof God's elect?...Whois he
that condemneth?" All accusers are silenced because God has passedahsehtence!
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Day 3: Sovereign Grace Reigns!

"If God be for us, who can be against us?"— Rom. 8:51

Introduction: "SovereignGrace"is an expressiorthat is seldomusedby Christianstoday. This
is regrettablesincethe believer'sentire life with God in Christ hingeson the truth behind the
words. What then, do we meanby the terms?Graceis an essentiaperfectionof the Godhead
that guaranteesall honour and glory belongsto Him. When the Lord extendsHis graceto the
creation, it is His unmerited favour to creatureswhose existenceand all things therein are
entirely dependentupon Him. For, "all things were createdby [Christ], andfor Him: andHe is
beforeall things,and by Him all things consist.”(Col. 1:16,17)It is for this reasonHe "upholds
all things by the Word of His power." (Heb. 1:3) All creationowesnot only its existenceto the
sovereign grace of God, but its allegiance and subjection to the "King of glory". Consider:

I. The God of Sovereign Grace. "If God..." Part of the difpculty in not suffFciently
understandingthe sovereigngraceof God is not truly knowing the God of sovereigngrace.We
think of the Lord as a creature confned to the sameboundariesand subjectto the same
limitations asourselvesHowever, Scripture declareshat Christ is the "King of kings and Lord

of lords!" (Rev. 19:16) For God hassaid, "Rememberthe former things of old: for I am God,
and there is none else;| am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the
beginning,and from ancienttimes the things that are not yet done, saying, My counselshall
stand,and | will do all my pleasure...yeal havespokenit, | will alsobring it to pass;l have
purposedit, | will alsodo it." (Is. 46:9-11)So may we say "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold,thou hast
madethe heavenand the earth by thy great power and stretchedout arm, and there is nothing
too hard for thee."(Jere. 32:17) Thus, when we learn that He is the "God of all grace"(1 Pet.
5:10) and that He reignson a "throne of grace"(Heb. 4:16) then we know why He has"saved
us, and called us with an holy calling, not accordingto our works, but accordingto His own

purposeand grace,which wasgivenusin Christ Jesus."(2 Tim. 1:9) It is now our joy to sing,
"Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: Thy blessing is upon Thy people. Selah." (Ps. 3:8)

I1. The Recipients of Sovereign Grace. "...befor us..."The LORD God extendsHis sovereign
graceto all creation:For the "heavenlyFather feedeth[the birds]" and He "clothesthe grassof

the beld" (Matt. 6:26,30)He extendsHis sovereigngraceto the goodand bad: For He "maketh
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendethrain on the just and on the
unjust.” (Matt 5:45) However, He extendsHis sovereigngrace to His chosenpeoplein a
specialway: For, "blessedbe the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessingsin heavenlyplacesin Christ: accordingas He hath chosenusin

Him before the foundation of the world...accordingto the good pleasureof His will, to the

praise of the glory of His grace." (Eph. 1:3-12)

ITI. The Enemies of Sovereign Grace. "...who canbe againstus?" The apostlemakesa list in
Romans8:35-39:tribulation, distress,persecution,famine, nakednessperil, sword, death, life,
angels, principalities, powers, things present, things to come, height, depth and any other
creature.He then drawsthis conclusion:noneof thesethings "shallbe ableto separateus from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesusour Lord", yea,"in all thesethings we are more than
conquerors through Him that loved us."rtily, "If God be for us, who can be against us?"



Day 4: The Courtroom: Debt Paid 30

"He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give

us all things?... 1t ts Christ that died, yea rather; that s risen agawn, who ts even at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us."— Rom. 8:52,549b

Introduction: Sovereigngracehasbeendeclared:"If God be for us, who can be againstus?"
Paul now supportsthe proposition with a conciseargumentin the form of a legal case."The

Lord, the righteousjudge" presideson the bench.(2 Tim. 4:8) The evidenceis presented:"for

all have sinnedand comeshort of the glory of God". (Rom. 3:23) The penalty is announced:
"the wagesof sinis death".(Rom. 6:23) The sinnerstandscondemned:For the wrath of God is

revealedfrom heavenagainstall ungodlinessand unrighteousnes®f men."(Rom. 1:18) There
is, however an advocatefor the sinner:"if any mansin, we have an advocatewith the Father,

JesusChrist the righteous:"(1 Jn. 2:1) The problemto be resolvedby the Advocate:If justice
requiresthe sinnerto suffer the penalty of death,how then can God "be just, and the justiber"

of the ungodly? It is within this context Paul establishes the sovereign grace of God.

I. The Price. "It is Christ that died". This He voluntarily did in accordancewith Divine justice.
Justice is the pivot on which the scalesof right and wrong are balanced.God is the righteous
and just Lawgiver, meaningHe not only establisheghe law in righteousnesshut faithfully
upholds justice by administeringjudgment. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die." (Ez. 18:20)
There is no escapingthe judgment of God, "for His eyesare upon the ways of man, and He
seethall his goings.There is no darkness,nor shadowof death,where the workers of iniquity
may hide themselves.(Job 34:21)It mattersnot how much the sinnertries to forget or deny
God's judgment, "it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9:2

I1. The Payment. "He that sparednot His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all...It is
Christ that died, yearather, that is risen again."Divine justice requiresthe sinnerto suffer the
penalty of death,for he hasearnedthe wagesof sin. (Rom. 6:23) However, God haspaid that
price for the sinnerby redeeminghim with the blood of Christ: "Forasmuchasye know that ye
were not redeemedwith corruptible things, assilver and gold...butwith the preciousblood of
Christ." (1 Pet. 1:18,19)For, "without sheddingof blood, there is no remission"of sins. (Heb.
9:22) Therefore, the sinner is "justibed freely by His gracethrough the redemptionthat is in
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to
declareHis righteousnesdor the remissionof sins."(Rom. 3:24) It is for this reasonalonethat
"He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,and to cleanseus from all unrighteousness.{(1
Jn. 1:.9) We beseeclyou, "Be ye reconciledto God. For He hath made[Christ] to besin for us,
Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." (2 &@1)

III. The Procurement. "How shall He not with Him also freely give us all things...Christis
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercessionfor us." And so, what great
blessingshas Christ purchasedfor His people?First, "all things" are freely given unto us, for
the Father "hasblessedus with all spiritual blessingsn heavenlyplacesin Christ." (Eph. 1:3)
Second,Christ is in heaven'makingintercessiorfor us","seeingthen that we havea greathigh
priest, that is passedunto the heavens,Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession...letus therefore comebodly unto the throne of grace,that we may obtain mercy,
and nd grace to help in time of need." (Heb. 4:14)
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Day 5: The Courtroom: Judgment Pronounced

"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?
1t is God that justifieth. Who ts be that condemneth?"— Rom. §:55,59a

Introduction: Sovereigngracehasbeendeclared:"If God be for us, who can be againstus?"
The legalcasehasbeenargued:"He that sparednot His own Son, but deliveredHim up for us
all, how shallHe not with Him alsofreely give us all things?...Itis Christ that died, yearather,
that is risen again,who is evenat the right hand of God, who alsomakethintercessionfor us."
What then is the bnal verdict of the Judge? And, are there any further accusationsto be
brought against the sinner once God has ruled in judgment?

I. The Judge has Sentenced. "It is God that justibeth." We have already examinedthe legal
casewherein Christ is madea sacrifce for sin and thereby becomesa substitute for sinners.
Basedon this transaction,what is the pronouncementof God in the court of justice?Is it

acceptableHere is the conclusionto the matter: "When we were yet without strength,in due
time Christ died for the ungodly...God commendethHis love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners,Christ died for us. Much morethen, being now justibed by His blood, we shall be
savedfrom wrath through Him. For if, when we were enemieswe were reconciledto God by
the deathof His Son,much more, beingreconciled,we shall be savedby His life. And not only
so,but we alsojoy in God through our Lord JesusChrist, by Whom we havenow receivedthe
atonement.'(Rom. 5:6-11)Justibcationis "the judicial act of God, in which He declarespn the
basis of the righteousnessof Jesus Christ, that all the claims of the law are satisked with

respectto the sinner” (L. Berkhof) It is not only possiblefor God to justify the sinnerbasedon
the person and work of Jesus Christ, it is most demite. "There is therefore now no
condemnationto them which are in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 8:1) How doesa sinner receive
justibcation? We know that "a manis not justibed by the works of the law, but by the faith of
JesusChrist, evenwe havebelievedin JesusChrist, that we might be justibed by the faith of
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no 3esh be
justibed." (Gal. 2:16) Justileation is a gift of God that must be received through faith.

II. The Accusers are Silenced. "Who shall lay anything to the chargeof God's elect?Who is
he that condemneth?"If God has justibed the sinner basedon the atoning work of Jesus
Christ, then is there anything remaining that may be used by the enemyto condemnthe
justibed believer?The answeris an emphaticno. No oneis ableto bring a chargeagainstthat
personwhom God hasjustibed; no oneis ableto condemnthat personwhom God hasfreed.
"For if by one man's offensedeath reigned by one [Adam]; much more they which receive
abundanceof grace and of the gift of righteousnessshall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.
Therefore,as by the offenseof one judgmentcameupon all mento condemnationevenso by
the righteousnes®f onethe free gift cameupon all menunto justibcation of life." (Rom. 5:17)
"For God sentnot His Soninto the world to condemnthe world; but that the world through
Him might be saved.He that believethon Him is not condemnedbut he that believethnot is
condemnedalready becausehe hath not believedin the name of the only begotten Son of
God." (Jn. 3:17) When the thundering voice of God reverberatesacrossthe expanse of
humanity, no creatureis able to breatheout a whisperin oppositionto the sovereigngrace of
God.
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Supplement: Charles Spurgeon on Assurance

“Without the shedding of blood is no remission. ONHebrews 9:22

This is the voice of unalterable truth. In none of the Jewish ceremonieswere sins, even
typically, removed without blood-shedding.In no case,by no meanscan sin be pardoned
without atonement.lt is clear, then, that there is no hope for me out of Christ; for there is no
other blood-sheddingwhich is worth a thought asan atonementfor sin. Am |, then, believing
in Him? Is the blood of His atonementtruly appliedto my soul? All menare on a level asto
their needof Him. If we be neversomoral, generousamiable,or patriotic, the rule will not be
alteredto makean exceptionfor us. Sin will yield to nothing lesspotentthan the blood of Him
whom God hath set forth as a propitiation. What a blessingthat there is the one way of
pardon! Why should we seek another?

Personsof merely formal religion cannotunderstandhow we can rejoice that all our sinsare
forgiven us for Christ® sake. Their works, and prayers,and ceremoniesgive them very poor
comfort; and well may they be uneasy for they are neglectingthe one great salvation, and
endeavouringto getremissionwithout blood. My soul, sit down, and beholdthe justice of God
asboundto punishsin; seethat punishmentall executeduponthy Lord Jesus,andfall downin
humble joy, and kiss the dear feet of Him whoseblood has madeatonementfor thee.lt is in
vain when consciences arousedto Ry to feelingsand evidencesfor comfort: this is a habit
which we learned in the Egypt of our legal bondage. The only restorative for a guilty
consciencds a sight of Jesus suffering on the cross.OTheblood is the life thereof,Gsaysthe
Levitical law, and let us rest assuredthat it is the life of faith and joy and every other holy
grace.

OOh! how sweet to view thedving
Of my Saviour®precious blood;
With divine assurance knowing

He has made my peace with God.O



Stanza 3

Reconciliation
How to Receive a Peaceful Life

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, O my soul!

"Because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
For when we were yet without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodlyFor scarcely for a
righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a
good man some would even dare to die. But God
commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

(Romands 5:5-8)

Copyright © 2010 Jared Smith
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Assignment

Monday:

(1) Read "Day 1: Nailed to the Cross"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 1"

(3) Memorize Romans 5b-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VeIl With My Soul."

Tuesday:

(1) Read "Day 2: How to Have Peace with God"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 2"

(3) Memorize Romans 5b-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Wednesday:

(1) Read "Day 3: The Manifestation of God's Love"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 3"

(3) Memorize Romans 5b-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Thursday:

(1) Read "Day 4: The Mastery of God's Love"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 4"

(3) Memorize Romans 5b-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Friday:

(1) Read "Day 5: The Measure of God's Love"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 5"

(3) Memorize Romans 5b-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."

Saturday:

(1) Read "Supplement: Thomas #¥son on Peace"
(2) Answer Questions for "Bonus: Supplement”
(3) Memorize Romans 5b-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."
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(5) Write a Testimony: Choose one of the truths learned from the lesson and explain

how you personally experienced that truth in your life during the week.




Ouestions 36
o

1. Day 1: Nailed to the Cross

(1) What three lessons may we learn from the words "my sin"?
(2) Why is there much joy "of this glorious thought" that my sin is nailed to the cross?
(3) Why do we praise the Lord for the gift of His Son?

2. Day 2: How to Have Peace with God

(1) What does it mean to have peace with God?
(2) What is justikcation and how does a sinner receive it?
(3) Why did Christ have to shed His blood in order for us to be justidf?

3. Day 3: The Manifestation of God's Love

(1) What great truth distinguishes Christianity from all other religions?
(2) What is the delpition of love and in what way does God love?
(3) What two terms in verses 5 and 8 express the revelation of God's love?

4. Day 4: The Mastery of God's Love

(1) Describe how some people believe God saves sinners with a 50/50 partnership.
(2) Nametwo reasons why man cannot partner with God in saving himself.
(3) How does God accomplish salvation for the sinner without the sinner's partnership?

5. Day 5: The Measure of God's Love

(1) How does verse 7 help us to measure God's love for His people?
(2) Does theaverage man pass the test or fail the test?
(3) Explain how God passesthetest and what measurement you would giveto Hislovefor you.

6. Bonus: Supplement

(1) According to point 1, how can we ask God for peace?
(2) According to point 2, how can we make war with sin?
(3) According to points4 and 5, how doesthe blood of Christ enable usto walk closaly with God?
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The Scripture Frame

Romans 5:1-11

(These notes are to be used in conjunction with the daily studies)

(1-5a) Our Relationship with God: Justified by Faith - Peace and Hope

5:1 Therefore being justiked by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hop
of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience;4 And patience, experience; and experience, hadpé&nd hope
maketh not ashamed;

(6b-8) God's Relationship with Us: Commending His Love Toward Us - Christ's Death

The Manifestation of His Love: Shed upon Us - poured forth like water into a cup
because thelove of God isshed abroad in our heartsby the Holy Ghost which isgiven unto us.
The Mastery of His Love: Animates the Sinner - through His death
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly
The Measure of His Love: Exceeds Man's Love for a Just Man
7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die:
The Measure of His Love: Exceeds Man's Love for a Faithful Friend
yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.
The Manifestation of His Love: Commended to Us - set forth like words onto paper
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
The Mastery of His Love: Conquering the Sinner - through His death
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

(9-11) Our Relationship with God: Justified by Blood - Peace and Joy

9 Much more then, being now justiéd by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his lifé And not only so, but we also joy
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.
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Day 1: Nailed to the Cross

My sin, ob, the bliss of this glortous thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,

1y nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Pratse the Lord, Prawe the Lord, O my soul!

Introduction: There are many attractionscompetingfor attentionin our regular routine of life.
However, there are relatively few things which are worthy of our investedtime. Very seldom
do we consider that which is most pressing upon our hearts, most endemic among our
neighboursand most offensiveagainstour God. We do not evenlike to call it by its name.In
fact, to just whisper the word on the street would engendera mocking response for vsin is
looked upon as an antiquatedinvention of religion which only existsto oppresssociety with
"rules" created by hypocritical tyrants. Nevertheless,whatever the critics might say the
righteous Lord has imprinted His moral law on the heart of every person and the guilty
conscience is proof that His law has been breached andsidstransgression we call sin.

I. An Evaluation on My Sin. "My sin...mysin." (1) Sin is personal,not just universal.lt is not
his sin, or her sin, or their sin, but "my sin". We clearly seeit in others, but we are easily
blinded by it in ourselvesFor instance,we judge the murderer for taking a life or the thief for
stealinga car, but we fail to judge ourselvedor hating anotheror covetingour friend's success.
Ah, | amasguilty before God asany other, for my heartis desperatelywicked just like theirs.
(2) Sin is a piercing reality, not just an abstractidea. It is asif the words shouldread,"Ouch!
My sin!" Like a needlepricking the bPngerand drawing blood, sosin pricks the heartand draws
out all mannerof evil. We feel its pinch and know its pain. (3) Sin is pervasive,not isolated.
"My sin" penetratesevery crevassef the heart and therefore manifestsitself in every action of
the will. No doubt, "my sin" is a personaloffenseagainstGod which piercesmy heart with
potent force and saturates my life in a state of misery and wickedness.

II. An Examination of the Cross. "Oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! My sin, not in part
but the whole, is nailedto the crossand | bearit no more."(1) A Substitutionary Deliverance.
My sinis "nailedto the cross"for Christ "waswoundedfor our transgressionsiHe wasbruised
for our iniquities: the chastisemenbf our peacewas upon Him; and with His stripeswe are
healed.All we like sheephavegoneastray;we haveturned everyoneto his own way; and the
LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." (Is. 53:5,6) (2) A CompleteDeliverance.My
sin, "not in part, but the whole, is nailedto the cross",for "by one offering Christ hasperfected
forever them that are sanctiked.”" (Heb. 10:14) (3) A Satisfying Deliverance.My sin, "not in
part but the whole, is nailedto the crossand| bearit no more",for | now have"peacewith God
through our Lord Jesus Christ." (Rom. 5:1) Yes, there is much "joy in the glorious thought"
that all my offenses against God have been nailed to the cross and | bear them no more!

ITI. An Exaltation of the Saviour. "Praisethe Lord, Praisethe Lord, O my Soul!" UnlessGod
purposed,procured and applied this savinggraceto me, | would be without help and hope.
"My sin"is the reasonfor His sacrifce,and His sacrifteis the reasonHe is "My Saviour".Oh,
that we could all embracethe Saviourin exchangefor our sin! We owe all honour to God for
the gift of His Son in that "when we were yet without strength...Christ died for the ungddly



, 39
Day 2: How to Have Peace with God

"Therefore being justified by faith...Christ died for the ungodly...much more then,
being now justified by His blood..." - Rom. 5:1-11

Introduction: Peaceis often thought of as an end to a war. For instance,two countriesin

confict sign a "peacetreaty" that brings a closeto their bghting. However, there is something
more to this word asit relatesto peacewith God. Not only doesthe war betweenthe sinner
and God stop, the sinneris alsoreconciledto God - enemiesbecomefriends. How canthe war

betweenthe sinnerand God be resolvedand a friendship be establisheddt canonly be done
when God justibPesthe sinner. Justibcationis "the judicial act of God, in which He declarespon

the basisof the righteousnes®f Jesus Christ, that all the claimsof the law are satisked with

respect to the sinnel (L. Berkhof) Consider three aspects to this judicial act of God:

I. The Means: Justified by Faith. Versesl-5aemphasizes«r relationshipwith God. We are
told that we are "justibed by faith"; that through the Lord JesusChrist "we haveaccesdy faith
into this gracewhereinwe stand."This meansthat the pronouncemenif God in declaringthe
sinner righteous is received through the agency of faith. Like a river bed and river bank
provide a channelthrough which water 3ows, sofaith is the channelthrough which sovereign
grace Bows from the "fountainhead"of Christ to the "desolateland" of the soul. The sinner
cannotearnthis judicial act of God'sgrace.lt is anactthat is accomplishedy God aloneanda
gift that canonly bereceivedthrough faith. As a result, we not only "havepeacewith God", but
we also "rejoice in hope" and "glory in tribulations", for our friendship with God makesus
content in all things, guaranteeing that He "will never leave [us], nor forsake [us]." (Heb. 13:5

I1. The Method: Justified by Blood. Verses9-11 alsoemphasizesur relationshipwith God.
We aretold that we are "justibed by His blood"; that we are "reconciledto God by the death of
His Son". This meansthat the pronouncemenbf God in declaringthe sinnerrighteousis based
on the death of Christ. In order for justice to be upheld, judgmenthasto be administeredin

accordancewith law. The LORD hassaid,"Behold, all soulsare mine...thesoulthat sinneth, it

shall die." (Ezek. 18:4) If the sinneris to be freed from the penalty of sin, then another must
pay the debt. God forgives the sinner because"we have redemption through [Christ's]

blood." (Col. 1:14) It is therefore obviousthe sinner doesnot deservethis judicial act of God,
but receivesit asthe gift for which Christ Himself "hath oncesufferedfor sins,the just for the
unjust, that He might bring usto God, beingput to deathin the Resh."(1 Pet. 3:18) As aresult,
we are not only "savedfrom wrath", but are "reconciledto God" and "joy in God", for our
friendship with Him "satisketh the longing soul". (Ps. 107:9)

ITI. The Motive: Justified by Love. Verses5b-8 highlight Godv relationshipwith us. We are
told that the "love of God is shedabroadin our hearts";that "God commendetiHis love toward
us". This meansthat the pronouncementof God in declaringthe sinnerrighteousoriginatesin
the supremeperfectionof divine love. "We love Him, becauseHe brst loved us." (1 Jn. 4:19)
What a marveloustruth! The depraved and condemnedsinner who delights only in the
wickednessof his own deHed heartis justibed by the blood of Jesus Christ "who loved [us],
and gaveHimself for [us].” (Gal. 2:20) This gift is unearned,undeservedandis not initiated by
the sinner This is why it is called "the glorious Gospel of the blessed God."ifd. TL:11)
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Day 3: The Manifestation of God's Love

"Becauve the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoot which w given
unto us...but God commendeth His love toward uo..." — Rom. 5:5b,8a

Introduction: That God "madethe earth by His power", that He "establishedhe world by His
wisdom",that He "hasstretchedout the heavenby His understanding”that He "is righteousin
all His ways,and holy in all His works", that "the LORD is the true God", that JesusChrist is
the "King of kings, and Lord of lords" is utterly astoundingand causeseven the earth to
tremble "at the presenceof the Lord." Many religions evenborrow thesedivine perfectionsin
creatinga godthat bts into their schemeof belief. However, what is more staggeringthan all of
the foregoing attributes, and what no other religion but Christianity alone embraces,s the
"love of God toward us, becausehat God sentHis only begottenSoninto the world, that we
might live through Him." (Jere. 10:10; 51:15; Ps. 145:17; inT6:15; Rev19:16) Consider:

I. The Definition for Love. "The love of God." In its mostessentialqualities,we may saythat

"loveis the personaldelightin a desireof happinessand devotionof well-beingfor the objectof

interest." For instance,when a husbandloves his wife, he personallydelightsin desiring her

happinessand committing himselfto ensuringher well-being. With referenceto God, we may
observetwo distinguishingmarks. First, divine love is presentin God in an absolutesenseFor

example,who was God loving before He brought creation into existence?Scripture teaches
that (1) love exists eternally in the Godheadshared equally and entirely betweenthe three
Personsof the Trinity; and (2) love excelsin the GodheadsinceHe is necessarilythe highest
good that may possibly be loved. Second,divine love is extendedto creaturesonly as God

delightsin Himself through them. As Herman Bavinck noted, "[God] doeseverythingwith a

view to Himself, becauseHe cannotrest [or love] in anything lessthan Himself." (1) His

universallove for the creationis centeredin the delight He hasin Himself: "Thou art worthy, O

Lord, to receiveglory and honour and power: for Thou hast createdall things, and for Thy

pleasurethey are and were created."(Rev. 4:11) (2) His speciallove for the redeemedis

centeredin the delight He hasin Himself: God has "predestinatedus unto the adoption of

children by JesusChrist to Himself, accordingto the goodpleasureof His will." (Eph. 1:5) We

may therefore conclude God's love for others is secondary to His love for Himself.

I1. The Revelation of Love. "The love of God is shedabroadin our hearts...Godcommendeth
His love toward us." Along with the virtue of love arethe "actsof love", or the manifestationof
God'sdelight expressedor His creation. Two expressionsre usedto describethe unveiling of
God's love to His people:(1) "Shed",meaningto "pour out" or "disperse".Like water poured
forth from a cup and dispersedinto anothercontainer sothe love of God is poured forth into
our hearts. (2) "Commend",meaningto "set forth" or "establish".Like an essaysets forth
words, sentencesind paragraphstherein establishingthoughts, propositionsand arguments so
God setsforth Christ thereby establishingredemption for His people. Whether His love is
"shed"or "commended"the generalideais God making known to His peoplethe nature of His
love by meansof a revelation."In this was manifestedthe love of God toward us, becausehat
God sentHis only begottenSoninto the world, that we might live through Him." (1 Jn. 4:9,10)
Furthermore, the love of God in Christ is given us "by the Holy Spirit", for He indwells the
believer (Jn. 14:17; Gal. 5:22) Let us therefore rejoice in that we are loved by God!
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Day 4: The Mastery of God's Love

"For when we were yet without strength, in due time Chruwt died for the ungodly...while we
were yel sinners, Christ died for us."— Rom. 5:6,8b

Introduction: There appearsto be a greatdeal of uncertainty amongChristianson whether or
not God will be successfuln savingsinners.However, it is not only a lack of conkdencewhich
overshadowgheir evangelisticefforts, it is alsoa false Gospelthat is preachedto the lost. It is
assumedhat salvationis dependentupon a 50/50partnershipbetweenGod and the sinner At
prst, the claim looks legitimate, for it is argued that God has accomplishedHis part by
preparingthe gift of redemption;manmustnow do his part by receivingit. In other words, it is
not enoughthat Christ haspaid the penalty of death- salvationhasnot yet beensecureduntil
eachpersonstepsforward and embracesChrist. However, if God hasdonethe brst half and it
IS now up to manto achievethe secondhalf, thenit is clearmanis elevatedto a position, if not
aboveGod, then at leastequalwith Him. To imagineGod twiddling His thumbsand hoping as
many peopleaspossiblewill cometo Him for salvationis to constructa patheticdeity basedon
humanistic philosophy Such a god is to be pitied rather than worshipped. Shall God
checkmateHimself in His strategicplan of salvation?Let us examinewhat the Scripturesteach
about the inability of man and the mastery of God's love in conquering the sinner

I. The Nature of Man's Condition. "For when we were yet without strength...whilewe were
yet sinners."(1) Man is incapableof comingto Christ, for heis "yet without strength".Even if

he wanted to receivesalvation,he cannotdo it in his own strength. The Scripturesteachthat
man s spiritually "deadin trespassesnd sins"(Eph. 2:1). In this condition, he is incapableof
exercisingany kind of spiritual activity, including the receptionof God's gift. (Jn. 3:1-8) (2)

Man is unwilling to cometo Christ, for he is "yet [a] sinner". Even if man could receive
salvationin his own strength, he would not do it becausehe is a sinner The Scripturesteach
that man is not only a transgressarbut despite his knowledge of God's wrath, continuesto

have pleasurein rebelling againstthe Lord. (Rom. 1:31) After all, "Canthe Ethiopian change
his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ye also do good, that are accustomedto do
evil?" (Jer. 13:23) Hence, this two-fold problem, man'sspiritual deathand his sinful deFance,
prevents every sinner from choosing Christ in his fallen state and condition. (Rom. 3:11)

II. The Nature of God's Salvation. "Christ died for us...in due time Christ died for the
ungodly." If man cannotand will not cometo Christ on his own accord, then how doeshe
becomea child of God? First, let it be clearthat God would be absolutelyjustibed if He chose
to leavemanin his misery and executethe righteoussentenceof eternaldeath.(Rom. 9:20-23)
Second,God haschosento setHis love uponthe elect.(2 Thess.2:13) Third, the will of God in
redeeming His elect is the outBow of His love for them. For, "He hath chosenus in
[Christ}...that we should be holy and without blamebeforeHim in love." (Eph. 1:4) Fourth, it
Is this supremacyof God's love in Christ which setsthe sinner free and giveshim aright to be
His friend. For, "God, who is rich in mercy, for His greatlove wherewith He loved us, even
when we were deadin sins, hath quickenedus together with Christ." (Eph. 2:4) Fifth, this
quickening (spiritual life) is given us in the New Birth, for, "excepta man be born again, he
cannotseethe kingdom of God." (Jn. 3:3) Faith is not the condition of the New Birth, but the
product thereof, for we are born again "of God". (Jn. 1:12,13)
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Day 5: The Measure of God's Love

"For scarcely for a righteows man will one die: yet peradventure
for a good man some would even dare to die." — Rom. 5:7

Introduction: We know the love of God becauseHe has manifestedit to us by the effectual
working of the Holy Spirit; we know the masteryof God'slove becauseHe hasconqueredour
sinful soulsby the deathof His Son; however is it possibleto now measureHis love in order
that we might know the dimensionsof such marvelousdevotion?Paul givesus a glimpseinto
the magnilcenceof God'slove by establishinga baselineof measurementlt is asif he createsa
case study based on the averageman and how far his love would extend if given the
opportunity. This case study involves several factors. Consider:

I. The Subject of the Test is the Average Man. "One"would scarcelydie for a righteousman,
and "some"would evendare to die for a good man. There may be somepeoplewho would
never demonstrate such love for another and there may be others who would without
hesitation, but by and large the averagepersonwho is lessbiasedone way or the other is
chosenas the subject for this casestudy. How the averageperson would react to such a
dilemma is the basis for the test.

I1. The Object of the Test is the Best Sort of Person. It is a"righteousman”anda"goodman"
which is madethe objectof love. A "righteousman"is onewith integrity who upholdsthe law.
A "goodman"is onewith compassiorwho shareshis life with others.We may understandthe
reluctanceof the averageman to lay down his life for an unjust enemy but accordingto this
test, he is reluctant to die for an just and faithful friend.

III. The Scale of the Test is Sacrifice. The averagemanis calleduponto "die" for his friend.
Death is the greatestevidenceof one'slove for anotherperson.For, "greaterlove hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." (Jn. 15:13)

IV. The Calculation of the Test Indicates an Infinitesimal Fraction of Success. For "scarcely"
would onedie, yea,somewould "evendare"to die for afriend. The casestudy demonstrateshe
slender possibility for the averageman to achievethe highestexpressionof love. If we now
havea standardizedscaleby which to measurethe highestform of love, how doesthis help us
calculate the love God has for us?

V. The Purpose of the Test is to Prove the Immeasurable Love of God. Let us remembey
"loveis the personaldelightin a desireof happinessand devotionof well-beingfor the objectof
interest". We have already consideredin study 3 how God's love for othersis only as He
delightsin Himself through them, yet may we not now think of His love in the more personal
termsof how He makesus happyandwell? While the averagemanmay hardly expresshis love
for a friend by giving his life asa sacrilce, God hasextendedHis love toward thosewho are
His enemies by making His Son a sacrikce for sins. For, we "that were sometimealientatedand
enemiedn [our] mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciledin the body of His 3esh
through death, to present[us] holy and unblameableand unreproveablein His sight." (Co.
1:21,22) Tuly, greater love has no man, than the love God has for His people in Christ!
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Supplement: Thomas Watson on Peace

How Can Peace Be Attained?

(1.) Let usaskit of God. He is the God of peace;he beatsback the roaring lion; he stills the
raging of conscienceif we could call all the angelsout of heaven,they could not speakpeace
without God. The stars cannot make day without the sun; none can make day in a dark
desertedsoul, but the Sun of RighteousnessAs the wildernesscannotwater itself, but remains
dry and parchedtill the clouds drop their moisture, so our hearts cannot have peacetill he
infuse it, and drop it upon us by his Spirit. Therefore pray, OLordthou who art the God of
peace createpeace;thou who art the Prince of peace,commandit. Give me that peacewhich
may sweeten trouble, yea, even the bitter cup of death.0

(2.) If you would havepeacemakewar with sin. Sin is the Achanthat troublesus, the Trojan
horse.OWherloram sew Jehu, he said, Is it peace,Jehu? And he answered What peace,so
long asthe whoredomsof thy mother Jezebeland her witchcrafts are somany?@ Kings 9:92.
What peacesolong assin remainsunmortibed?If you would havepeacewith God, break the
leaguewith sin; give battle to sin, for it is a mostjust war. God hasproclaimedit. nay, he has
promised us victory. OSinshall not have dominion.CRom 6:14. No way to peace,but by
maintaininga war with sin. Pax nostra bellum contra daemonen{Our peaceis a war against
the Devil]. Tertullian. When Samsonhad slainthe lion, there camehoneyout of the lion; so by
slaying sin, we get the honey of peace.

(3.) Go to Christ®blood for peace Somego to fetch their peacefrom their own righteousness,
not Christ®&: they go for peaceto their holy life, not Christ® death. If consciencebe troubled,

they strive to quiet it with their duties. This is not the right way to peace.Duties must not be

neglected,nor yet idolized. Look to the blood of sprinkling. Heb 12:24.That blood of Christ

which pacifed God, must pacify conscience Christ® blood being suckedin by faith, gives
peace OBeingustibed by faith, we havepeacewith God.@Rom 5:5:No balmto cure awounded

conscience, but the blood of Christ.

(4.) Walk closelywith God. PeaceRows from purity. OAsnany aswalk accordingto this rule,
peacebe on them.@al 6:16.In the text, graceand peaceare put together;graceis the root, and
peaceis the Bower. As balmwaterdropsin distillation, sodivine peacecomesout of a gracious
heart. Walk very holily. God®Spirit is a relner before a comforter



Stanza 4

Consecration

How to Achieve a Commuitted Life

For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live:
If Jordan above me shall roll;
No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life,
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.

"For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain"
(Phidpprans 1:21)
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Assignment

Monday:

(1) Read "Day 1: No Pang Shall Be Mine"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 1"

(3) Memorize Phil. 1:21

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Tuesday:

(1) Read "Day 2: Gaining a Perspective on Life and Death"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 2"
(3) Memorize Phil. 1:21
(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VeIl With My Soul."

Wednesday:

(1) Read "Day 3: Generating alue for Life and Death"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 3"

(3) Memorize Phil. 1:21

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VéIl With My Soul."

Thursday:

(1) Read "Day 4: Governing a Life in Prospect of Death"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 4"
(3) Memorize Phil. 1:21
(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Friday:

(1) Read "Day 5: Governing a Death in Prospect of Life"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 5"
(3) Memorize Phil. 1:21
(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."

Saturday:

(1) Read "Supplement: J. C. Ryle on Consecration”
(2) Answer Questions for "Bonus: Supplement”

(3) Memorize Phil. 1:21

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."
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(5) Write a Testimony: Choose one of the truths learned from the lesson and explain

how you personally experienced that truth in your life during the week.




Ouestions 47
o

1. Day 1: No Pang Shall Be Mine

(1) What does the term "consecrate" mean?
(2) How does the principle of resignation produce the power of sanctton?
(3) How is the hymn writer comforted in prospect of death?

2. Day 2: Gaining a Perspective on Life and Death

(1) Why should Philippians 1:21 not be undervalued due to its length?
(2) Describetheway you fed about the certainty of thelife you live and the death you will experience.
(3) Why is it important to discover the meaning of life?

3. Day 3: Generating a Value for Life and Death

(1) What do births and deaths enable usto do?
(2) Name six implications pronounced in Paul's testimony that help estimate the value of life?
(3) Who is Oskar Schindler and what can you learn from his story?

4. Day 4: Governing a Life in Prospect of Death

(1) What role does government have in your life?
(2) Describethe kind of government sinners establish for themselves and explain why it is bad.
(3) What exactly do the words "to me to live is Christ" mean?

5. Day 5: Governing a Death in Prospect of Life

(1) How does the link between life and death help us govern our lives and deaths?
(2) How does Christ help us face the four daunting features of death ateritly?
(3) What is the legacy of a Christian?

6. Bonus: Supplement

(1) According to the Ipst paragraph, how is a person able to live a holy life?
(2) According to the second paragraph, how is a person able to grow in a holy life?
(3) According to the last three paragraphs, how is a person able to strengthen a holy life?
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The Scripture Frame

Philippians 1:21

(These notes are to be used in conjunction with the daily studies)

The Condition of Existence: Living - an entrance and environment (on the earth)
For to me to live

The Substance of Existence: Christ is the Fulness of Life on Earth
Is Christ,

The Condition of Existence: Dying - an entrance and environment (in heaven)
and to die

The Substance of Existence: Christ is the Fulness of Life in Heaven
IS gain.
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Day 1: No Pang Shall Be Mine

For me, be it Chrut, be it Chrust bence to live:
1f Jordan above me shall roll;
No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life,
Thou wilt wheaper Thy peace to my soul.

Introduction: The term consecrateis a late 14th Century word taken from the Latin
"consecratus'The prebx "con"means'together"and the word "secratus'means'to makeholy"
which is the derivative of the term "sacred".The resulting idea is that of someonebringing
together and setting aside individual parts for a specialpurpose. The fourth stanzaof "It Is
Well With My Soul" expresseshis greattruth. The hymn writer hasgatheredtogetherevery
detail of his life and dedicatedall to Christ. As a result, it mattersnot whether he lives or dies,
asfar asheis concernedhis temporallife on earth and his eternallife in heavenis oneand the
same.He may continue to climb the mountain of a sun lit life, or he may walk through the
valley of the shadowof death, either way he feelsno pain for His life is "hid with Christ in
God." Consider the three dominating features of a consecrated life:

I. The Principle of Resignation. "For me, be it Christ, be it Christ henceto live: If Jordan
above me shall roll." The hymn writer is offering a prayer of petition for a consecratedife
absolutelysurrenderedto the will of Christ. He is askingthe Lord for graceif it be the will of
God that "Jordan above[him] shallroll". Jordan is ariver that is geographicallycritical in the
history of ancient Israel. It divided the "wilderness"from the "land Rowing with milk and
honey"and wascrossedoy the children of Israel asthey enteredinto their promisedpossession.
(Josh. 3) This river is usedby the hymn writer as a bgure to illustrate the passageof death
from the earth's wilderness to the heavenly mansions. The hymn writer has basically
relinquished control of his life by resigning his will unto Christ. Until we sign a letter of
resignationand hand it over to the Lord, we will never be able to live a consecratedife in
Christ. "To whom ye yield yourselves servants to oblis servants ye are.”" (Rom. 6:16)

II. The Power of Sanctification. "NO pang shall be mine, for in deathasin life." The hymn
writer now hangs his petition on the scaffolding of a confession.His surrender to the
governanceof Christ necessarilyresultedin separatinghim unto "the path's of righteousness
for His name'ssake."As he embraceda sanctited life in Christ, so he assureshimself of a
sanctiked death in Christ. He is emboldenedto say "no pang (pain) shall be mine", for the
reign of Christ in the heart furnishes the soul with a cushion to soften the blow of pain
experienced in life and death! "O death, where is thy sting?" (1 Cl&:55)

II1. The Promise of Consolation. "Thou wilt whisper Thy peaceto my soul."The hymn writer
hasoffered his petition and constructedhis confessionHe now receivesan answer Ah, but he
is surroundedby the noiseof a busy world; he is engulfedby the voicesof family, friends and
foes;heis overwhelmedby the echoesof demonichauntingsrumbling through the darknessof
the unknown; and he hearsthe sound of his own sinful heart taunting him to fear death and
doubt God. Can this uproar of clamour drown out the voice of God? No, for evenwith a
"whisper"the majesticvoice of Christ comfortsthe soul, "Peacel leavewith you, My peacel
give unto you...Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." (In. 14:27)
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Day 2: Gaining a Perspective on Life and Death

"For to me to live ts Christ, and to dee w gain."— Phd. 1:21

Introduction: Thesetwelve words encapsulateghe quintessencef Christianity in what would
require 1200 words by the averageChristian. The statementcompressegogetherthe central
truths regarding a consecratedife in Christ without compromisingthe expansiveimplications
sucha life entails.It is a compendiumof practical theologythat is conduciveto a simplecreed
on the Christian faith. Its brevity must not be mistakenfor barrennesslts length of words has
no bearingon its depth of truth. Although it is short, it is not shallow A well with an eight foot
diametermay appearminusculecomparedto a lake, yet upon closerexaminationthe well runs
much deeperthan a lake and its water supply cannot be measured.Yes, we have a "well of
truth” in this statementandit is our joy to drop the bucket of meditationand pull the water of
life from its deepreservoit We beginour meditationby gaininga perspectiveon life and death.
Consider:

I. The Certainties of Life and Death. "To live...todie." Amidst all the uncertaintiesthat attack
a person'sframe of mind, there are two things that every personmay be entirely sure:the life
he now lives and the death he will soon experience.The life he now lives bearsundeniable
evidencethat his existenceon this earthis real. From the physicalevidenceof his body through
pleasureand pain; to the mental evidenceof his brain through knowledgeand understanding;
extending to the emotional evidenceof his heart through joy and grief; he is led to the
conclusionthat life is not just a delusionof the mind or a dream of imagination- it is real.
Likewise, although he hasnever experienceddeath himself, he nevertheleshaswitnessedthe
deathof family and friends. When his loved one'slungs stopsbreathing, when his loved one's
heart stops pumping, when his loved one's mind stops functioning, when his loved one's
affectionsexpressthemselvesio more,when his loved one'seyesglazeover with a gray blm of
barrennesshe knows deathis asreal aslife andit is certain he will one day be engulfedby its
inevitable shadow

I1. The Meaning of Life and Death. "To live is Christ, and to die is gain." The merecertainty
of life and deathmay paint a bleak picture of existenceln order to captureatrue picture of life
and death,we must passfrom the questionof whether man exists,to the more pressingquery of
why he exists.The matter of existence Naturally leadsto aninvestigationon the meaning of exiatence.
The inquiry uncoversyet a further aspectto life and death which is at brst obscured.It was
assumedlife and death are wrapped up in the existenceof a body animatedwith a mental
capacityand emotionalquality. Now, if life is purely a physicalentity, we may havereasonto
despair for in this casethe meaningof life beginsand endsin a world of beginningsand
endingswithout meaning.On the other hand, when we begin scratchingat the surfaceof the
physicalframework, we discovera spiritual nature that not only enlivensthe body and mind,
but alsoelevatesnanabovethat of all other creatures.For indeed,when God createdman,He
"formed man of the dust of ground, and breathedinto his nostrils the breath of life; and man
becamea living soul." (Gen. 2:7) Thus, the Apostle Paul looks at himselfasa person“created
by [Christ], and for [Christ]" (Col. 1:16); yet asa sinner who hasrebelledagainstChrist, has
alsobeen"redeemedby the blood of Christ" (1 Pet. 1:18,19);that he may now rejoicein the
meaning of life, for he joyfully testis, "for to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain."
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Day 3: Generating a Value for Life and Death

"For to me to live ts Christ, and to dee w gain."— Phd. 1:21

Introduction: How muchis a life worth? What is the value of a death?Tearsare shedwith joy

when a baby is born and they are pouredforth with grief whena friend dies.Why do emotions
run so deepon both occasionsPerhapstheseincidentsresonatewith us, not only becausea
birth remindsus of our own entranceinto the world, but alsobecausea death awakenswithin

usthe reality of our own mortality and exit from this world. Moreover, do not births and deaths
alsoenableus to appreciatethe value of life? It wasthis considerationthat prompted Mosesto

pray, "Teachusto numberour days,that we may apply our heartsunto wisdom."(Ps. 90:12) It

is amazinghow much £10is worth whenit is the only moneyin our possessionLikewise, it is

astonishinghow valuablejust ten minutesis worth to a personwho only hasten more minutes
to live. So Mosesis askingthe Lord to teachhim to value every day with the greatestworth

sinceit maybe hislast.If time is appraisedwith suchvaluein order to enjoythe duration of life

on the earth, then how much more valuable is life itself? The Apostle Paul indicated this

sentiment when he testdd, "For to me to live in Christ, and to die is gain.”

Implications: There are severalimplications pronounced in Paul's testimony that help us

evaluatehow much a life is worth. First, life is mysterious.This is necessarilyimplied by the

very ideaof life and death,for no one but God fully understandsthe complexitiesof a human

being which is itself a distinctive mark of hidden value. Second,life is unique. Paul specites
"for me", asif to saythat while human beingssharethe samephysical and spiritual natures,
eachpersonis neverthelesglifferent from all others,andit is this specialitythat addsvalueto a

life. Third, life is precious.Paul says"For to meto live." The alternativeto life is non-existence.
No matter how painful a person'slife might be, pain itself is a greater blessingthan non-

existence.Life must be cherishedin all its conditions. Fourth, life is fragile. Paul says"For

me...todie." It is truly a sadsight to seea personwho was oncefull of strength and energy
suckeddry of vitality whosebody is only a broken shell of its former glory. Ah, but that we

would be willing to give ourselvesas the greatestsacrifce in exchangefor our loved one's
healthis evidencenow muchvaluewe giveto alife. Fifth, life is awe-inspiring.Paul says,"For

me to live is Christ". As if the human body and soul were not glorious enoughin their own

right, the excellenceof beautyis "Christ in [us], the hope of glory." Sixth, life is a gift. Paul

says,"andto die is gain."If we receivemorein deaththan in life, then it is implied that life is

itself a gift that only increases with blessings through death.

Conclusion: Oskar Schindler was a German businessmarwho savedelevenhundred Polish
Jewish Refugeegduring the Holocaustof World War Il. He paid for their employmentand put
them to work in his factorieswhere shelter food and protection was secured.This story was
dramatizedin the 1993 movie entitled "Schindler's List". At the end of the war Schindler
becomesa fugitive for crimesin slavelabour. As he walks to his car surroundedby the eleven
hundredrescuedJews, aring, madesecretlyfrom the tooth bllings of the Jewish workers, was
handedto him. Inscribed in Hebrew from the Talmud read, "For whoeversavesone life saves
the world entire." (Breaking down in shame Schindlerweepsthat he could havesavedat least
one more life in exchangefor a simplegold pin attachedto his lapel.) Life is worth more than
the value most of us set upon it. What is the worth of your life and what is the value of death”
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Day 4: Governing a Life in Prospect of Death

"For to me to live ts Christ, and to dee w gain."— Phd. 1:21

Introduction: Governmentis usually relegatedto the arenaof a nation's political parties and
their mutual struggle for dominance in setting the agenda for new policies. However,
governmentexistson many levelsbeginningwith the absolutereign of God Who is "righteous
in all His ways,and holy in all His works". (Ps. 145:17)The RighteousLord extendsauthority
to all other levelsof socialorder starting with a person'sindividual life and expandingoutwards
to the family, in the church, amongthe local community and Pnally stretching over an entire
country. Each social structure is overseenby someform of government.The Apostle Paul is
testifying that his life asan individual is governedby the absoluterule of JesusChrist, for he
says,"to meto live is Christ, and to die is gain." Let us examinethe form of governmentthat
should rule in each of our lives.

I. Unrighteous Government. Not all forms of governmentsare good, neither are all governors
righteous.When we apply this truth to anindividual, both problemsexist simultaneouslyFirst,
man establishedor himselfa form of self-governmentwherein he attemptsto regulatehis life
accordingto a variety of policies.For instance,he presumesto managehis life basedon the
acquirement of possessionsor the gratibcation of earthly pleasures,or the successful
advancement®f his profession,or the gaining and maintaining of family and friends. Second,
manis a sinful creaturewho abuseseverycommonbeneb provided him by God. For instance,
although the above policies are not morally wrong in themselves,they are nevertheless
pervertedby the sinfulnessof man. Instead of making thesepoliciesa meansto enjoying God
through them, sinful man makesthem an end to enjoy himself in them. Thus, sinful man
subtracts God from the managementof his life and establisheshimself as the end of all
happinessand meaning.In sodoing, he not only hurts himself,but becomesnjurious to others
and offensiveto God. Not only are these policies insufircient to provide for man a true
infrastructure with which to governhis life, but his whole approachto self-managemens false
as he presumes to govern without God, yea, as a rebel against God.

I1. Righteous Government. The only righteous governmentis that ordained of God. The
Apostle Paul pulls togetherthe essentialqualities of divine governmentfor an individual when
he says,"For to meto live is Christ". Notice, he doesnot say "for meto live is /2 Christ", or "for
meto live is for Christ", or "for meto live is through Christ". Although all of thesedistinctions
are be true, Paul is emphasizingthe singular truth that for him to live IS Christ. This is an
expressionof entire consecration.His life was so closelyconformedto that of Christ that his
very identity as an individual was engulfedby his identity in the Lord. Paul shareda similar
testimonywith the church in Galatiawhen he said, "l am crucibed with Christ: neverthelesd
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the Reshl live by the
faith of the Son of God, Who loved me,and gaveHimself for me."(Gal. 2:20) Ultimately, Paul
managedhis life in accordancewith the governmentof Christ who reignedsupremein his life.
As aresult, it washis blessingto "lay up for [himself] treasuresin heaven,where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where [his]
treasure [was], there [was his] heart also." (Matt. 5:19-21) For this reason, he could
conkdently conclude, "for me to live is Christ, and do die is gain."
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Day 5: Governing a Death in Prospect of Life

"For to me to live ts Christ, and to dee w gain."— Phd. 1:21

Introduction: While many peoplerecognizethe importanceof living under the bestform of
governmentfor life managementyelatively few people give the samecredencein managing
their eventualdeathbedexperiencels it not wise for usto askthe question:How do we hope
to passthrough the valley of the shadowof death? We may bPnd sometemporary comfort in
removing suchthoughtsfrom our minds and perhapsevenacquire someprovisional solacein
simply hoping for the best,but there canbe no permanentsecurityin the faceof deathuntil we
look deathin the face.Now, the Apostle Paul helpsus to confront deathwhen he says,"For to
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." He uncoversan interestingtruth by linking together
deathandlife. Just aswe learnedfrom Day 4 that life shouldbe managedn prospectof death,
sothe reversalof this equationis true: the inevitableexperienceof deathshouldbe managedoy
the consideration of our present life. Consider:

I. The Preparations for Death. Imaginegoingto the airport only to arrive at the ticket counter
with the realization you forgot to bring your bags and passport. Not only would you be
unpreparedfor the trip, you would alsobe preventedfrom leavingthe country. It would be a
very sad experienceto arrive at the threshold of death, only to realize you have not laid up

treasuresin heavenor received a passportfor entrance. It is essential,therefore, that we

"examine[ourselves],whether[we] bein the faith" (1 Cor. 13:5), which faith is foundedon the

Lord JesusChrist, for He said,"”l amthe way, the truth, and the life: no man comethunto the

Father, but by Me." (Jn. 14:6) If JesusChrist is your Lord and Saviour, then we may move
forward in our preparationsby consideringthat: (1) Death is a journey that is lonely, for each
person must walk the path alone; (2) Death is a journey that is fearful, for it involves a
transition that includesmany unknown factors; (3) Death is a journey that is separatingfor it

seversnot only our link from this physicalworld of time and matter, but alsoour attachments
to family and friends; (4) Death is a journey that is demnite, for we must all passthrough the

valley unlesswe are blessedto meetJesusin the air upon His return to this earth. Ah, but we

make our preparationsnot only in consideringthesedaunting features,but more importantly,

in cultivating our conkdencein Christ. For "[He] will neverleavethee,nor forsakethee"(Heb.

13:5); and "though[you] walk through the valley of the shadowof death,you will fear no evil:

for [He is] with [you]" (Ps. 23:4);andthough you may be separatedrom the familiarity of this

presentworld, yet "[you] havein heavena better and an enduring substance'(Heb. 12:23);so
that while death is most datite, yet so is "eternal life." (1 Jn. 5:11)

I1. The Legacy of Death. What do tombstones, obituaries and biographies have in common?
They all provide a summary on the kind of legacy a person has achieved in his lifetime. Paul'
legacy was summed up in one word - Christ. How did he achieve Christ? Actubllylegacy
was what Christ achieved through him. Did Paul enjoy a greater legacy than a life united with
Christ? Yes, it was a death united with Christ, for he says not qritp me to live is Christ", but
also, "to die is gain". For there shall be no more sin to molest, no more fears to unsettle, no n
Satan to attack, no more grief to bearo more burdens to carfyno more trials to traverse, no
more storms to navigate, no more toils that weafjhrough death we shall meet our Saviour
face to face wherein He shall perfect us in true holiness and pufyglorious day that will be!
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Supplement: J. C. Ryle on Consecration

Christ is all in the sanctibation of His people.

| would not have anyone misunderstand me. | do not mean for a moment to undervalue the
work of the Spirit. But this | say that no man is ever holy till he comes to Christ and is united
to Him. Till then his works are dead works, and he has no holiness at all.NFirst you must be
joined to Christ, and then you shall be hol@Vithout HimNseparate from HimNyou can do
nothing.O (John xv5.)

And no man can grow in holiness except he abides in Christ. Christ is the great root from
which every believer must draw his strength to go forward. The Spirit is His special gift, His
purchased gift for His people. A believer must not only Oreceive Christ Jesus the Lord,O but
Owalk in Him, and be rooted and built up in Him.O (Col. ii. 6, 7.)

Would you be holy? Then Christ is the manna you must daily eat, like Israel in the wilderness
of old. Would you be holy? Then Christ must be the rock from which you must daily drink the
living water. Would you be holy? Then you must be ever looking unto JesusNlooking at His
cross, and learning fresh motives for a closer walk with GodNlooking at His example, and
taking Him for your pattern. Looking at Him, you would become like Him. Looking at Him,
your face would shine without your knowing it. Look less at yourself and more at Christ, and
you will bnd besetting sins dropping off and leaving you, and your eyes enlightened more anc
more every day(Heb. xii. 2; 2 Cor iii. 18.)

The true secret of coming up out of the wilderness is to come up Oleaning on the Beloved.O
(Cant. viii. 5.) The true way to be strong is to realize our weakness and to feel that Christ mu
be all. The true way to grow in grace is to make use of Christ as a fountain for every msnute®
necessities. \& ought to employ Him as the prophst@ife employed the oilNnot only to pay

our debts, but to live on also. ¥should strive to be able to sa@The life that | now live in the
Resh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.O (2 Kings
7; Gal. ii. 20.)

| pity those who try to be holy without Christ! Yur labour is all in vain. Yu are putting
money in a bag with holes.o are pouring water into a sieve.ot are rolling a huge round
stone uphill. You are building up a wall with untempered mortaBelieve me, you are
beginning at the wrong end. du must come to Christst, and He shall give you His
sanctifying Spirit. You must learn to say with Paul, Ol can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.O (Phil..i¢3.)



Stanza 5

Aspiration

How to Attain a Purposeful Life

But, Lord, 'tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait,
The sky not the grave, is our goal;
Oh trump of th angel! Oh voice of the Lord!
Blessed hope, blessed rest of my soul!

"But watch thou in all things, endure af6tions, do
the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry. For | am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand. | have fought a
good mht, | have mished my course, | have kept
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me gnly
but unto all them also that love His appearing. "

(2 Timothy 4:5-8)

Copyright © 2010 Jared Smith
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Assignment

Monday:

(1) Read "Day 1: For Thy Coming W Wait!"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 1"

(3) Memorize 2 Tim. 4:5-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Tuesday:

(1) Read "Day 2: The Farewell Counsel tamothy"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 2"

(3) Memorize 2 Tim. 4:5-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VeIl With My Soul."

Wednesday:

(1) Read "Day 3: The Farewell Confession of Paul"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 3"

(3) Memorize 2 Tim. 4:5-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VéIl With My Soul."

Thursday:

(1) Read "Day 4: The Battlebld and the Racetrack"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 4"

(3) Memorize 2 Tim. 4:5-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Friday:

(1) Read "Day 5: The \ttory of a Warrior"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 5"

(3) Memorize 2 Tim. 4:5-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."

Saturday:

(1) Read "Supplement: John Flavel on Aspiration”
(2) Answer Questions for "Bonus: Supplement”
(3) Memorize 2 Tim. 4:5-8

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."
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(5) Write a Testimony: Choose one of the truths learned from the lesson and explain

how you personally experienced that truth in your life during the week.
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o

1. Day 1: For Thy Coming We Wait!

(1) What impact does the Lord's promise make upon the life of a Christian?
(2) How can we live our lives with purpose?
(3) What benebt does a Chrigtian enjoy asaresult of his conbdence in the Second Coming of Christ?

2. Day 2: The Farewell Counsel to Timothy

(1) With what does an energetic spirit need to be balanced?
(2) How does a "prudent ministry" ttogether with a "proving ministry"?
(3) How does a "persevering ministry"together with a "preaching ministry"?

3. Day 3: The Farewell Confession of Paul

(1) What three components should be included in your deathbed confession?
(2) How can Paul'sthree-fold purpose become your three-fold purposein life?
(3) How can you best prepare yourself for death?

4. Day 4: The Battlefield and the Racetrack

(1) Name the men who forsook Paul at his time of death.
(2) Describethe two lessons Paul teaches us about the conf3ict of a battlebeld.
(3) What isthe difference between the conl3ict of a battlebeld and the competition of aracetrack?

5. Day 5: The Victory of a Warrior

(1) Why was Paul prepared to die for Christ?
(2) What changes do you need to make in order to live for Christ?
(3) What isthe"crown of righteousness' and why do Chrigtians love the Second Coming of Christ?

6. Bonus: Supplement

(1) According to lines 1-8, why are the sailors hapmaying, "What cheeho"?
(2) According to lines 9-22, what do the sailors promise God if He will save their lives.

nr

(3) According to lines 23-30, why are the sailor's "soul's shipwrecked though the bodies live™
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The Scripture Frame

2 Timothy 4:5-8

(These notes are to be used in conjunction with the daily studies)

I. The Farewell Counsel to Timothy: Verse 5

General Directions: A Prudent Ministry - exercising discernment in the gift (watchful in all things)
5 But watch thou in all things,

Special Instructions: A Persevering Ministry - its nature (stedfast in hardships)
endure affictions,

Special Instructions: A Preaching Ministry - its nature (faithful to the Gospel)
do the work of an evangelist,

General Directions: A Proving Ministry - furnishing evidence of the gift (proving in all things)
make full proof of thy ministry

II. The Farewell Confession of Paul: Verses 6-8

The Victory of a Warrior: Departure from the Earth - an anchor of bondage
6 For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

The Conflict of a Battlefield: Fighting Against the Enemy Face to Face
- the exercise of the warfare ("I have fought the fight")
7 | have fought a good ¢ht,

The Competition of a Racetrack: Running with the Brethren Side by Side
- the completion of the relay ("I have finished the course")
| have mished my course,

The Conflict of a Battlefield: Fighting Against the Enemy Face to Face
- the equipment of the warfare ("I have kept the faith")
| have kept the faith:

The Victory of a Warrior: Entrance into Heaven - a crown of righteousness

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me gidyt unto all them also that love his
appearing.
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Day 1: For Thy Coming We Wait!

But, Lord, ‘tts for Thee, for Thy coming we wail,
The sky, not the grave, is our goal;
Ob trump of the angel! Ob voice of the Lord!
Blessed hope, blessed rest of my soul!

Introduction: What child has not imagined for himself a fantasy world where anything is
possibleand he is the central characterin his bctitious story? He aspiresto discoverthat world
andturn his fantasiesnto a reality. When a personbecomesa child of God, he too imaginesfor
himself a world other than this earth and a life that takeson a different form. However, his
thoughtsare not an imaginedfantasy but rather a developedpicture basedon what His Lord
haspromised.lt is for this reason,the hymn writer unashamedlyadmitsthat he hasa "blessed
hope"and a "blessedest" when he hearsthe reverberationof the "trump of the angel“and the
"voice of the Lord" echo back through time. For it is "the sky, not the grave, [that] is [his]
goal", becausehe awaits the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. This future glory
poetically described by the hymn writer evolves around three important truths.

I. The Effectiveness of the Lord's Promise. "But, Lord, 'tis for Thee, for Thy coming we
wait." The secondcomingof JesusChrist to this earthis atruth that could only be known if the
Lord Himself announcedit. Concerningfuture events,Jesus said, "they shall seethe Son of
man coming in the clouds of heavenwith power and great glory." (Matt. 24:30) So as the
discipleswatchedJesusascendinto heavenafter the Resurrection,two angelssaid unto them,
"Ye men of Galilee,why standye gazingup into heaven?this sameJesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven,shall so comein like mannerasye have seenhim go into heaven."The
effectivenessof this promiseis realized in the counselof the Apostle Paul who said to the
church in Thessalonica,"Wherefore comfort one another with these words...for the Lord
himself shall descendfrom heavenwith a shout, with the voice of the archangel,and with the
trump of God: and the deadin Christ shallrise brst: then we which are alive and remain shall
be caughtup togetherwith themin the clouds,to meetthe Lord in the air: and soshallwe ever
be with the Lord." (1 Thess. 4:16,17)

II. The Establishment of our Life's Purpose. "The sky, not the grave, is our goal." The
prospectof our future glory with Christ determinesthe purposefor which we now live. For "if
ye then be risen with Christ, seekthose things which are above,where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. Setyour affection on things above,not on things on the earth. For ye are
dead,and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear then
shall ye also appear with Him in glory(Col. 3:1-4)

ITII. The Elegance of the Believer's Poise. "Oh trump of the angel! Oh voice of the Lord!
Blessedhope,blessedrest of my soul!” The believerin Christ possessea gracefuland elegant
bearingin his soulasa result of his unshakeableconkdencein the return of Christ. No matter
how loud the threateningvoicesof opposition may rise, the anticipation of the "voice of the
Lord" producesa steadycalm within the heart of His people.Ah, "beloved,now are we the
sonsof God, and it doth not yet appearwhat we shall be: but we know that, when He shall
appear we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is." (1 Jn. 3:2,3)
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Day 2: The Farewell Counsel to Timothy

"But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
mabke full proof of thy ministry."—2 Tim. 4:5

Introduction: We assumehe ambitionsof a young manwould differ signikcantly from thoseof
an older person. For instance,the younger generation may baseits future objectivesand
lifelong plan upon its adventurousoutlook of an unknown yet rather exciting future; whereas,
the older generationwill mostlikely baseits objectivesuponits experientialoutlook of a known

past. Although it is important to cultivate an energeticspirit, such passionmust be controlled
by a prudent mind. It is this balancethe Apostle Paul is prescribingfor Timothy, who was not
only muchyoungerin years,but was one of Paul'sown convertsto the faith and pupils in the
ministry. Paul wasin prison awaiting executionwhen he wrote this Pnal letter to Timothy who
wasthe pastor of the congregationin Ephesus.Regardinghis ministry, Paul said, "watch thou

in all things, endure aflgtions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry

I. General Directions. Before mentioningspecites, Paul encircleshis counselto Timothy with
two generalguidelines.(1) A Prudent Ministry: "Watch thou in all things." To be "watchful"
simply meansto be vigilant. Exercising discernmentthrough the gift of the ministry is one of
the mostimportant qualities of a pastor The active ability to distinguish betweenall things is
the qualifying reasonwhy membersof a church should submit themselvedo the oversight of
their pastor for Paul exhortsthe Jewish churchesto "obeythem that havethe rule over you,
and submit yourselvesfor they watch for your souls,asthey that must give account,that they
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprobtable for you." (Heb. 13:17) (2) A
Proving Ministry: "Make full proof of thy ministry." A pastoris chosenby God being equipped
and gifted for the ministry and subsequentlyrecognizedby the church being ordained and
inducted asthe under-shepherd.He must therein alwaysbe furnishing evidenceof his calling
from Christ, ashe is givento the church "for the perfecting of the saints,for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ." (Eph. 4:11-16) Indeed, the capacity of a
proving ministry is largely determined by the prudence of the man fliig it.

I1. Special Instructions. Paul now arrives at the particulars with which he wants Timothy to
give specialattention. (1) A PerseveringMinistry: "Endure aff3ictions." There s little room for
timidity in the heartof a pastor, for there are manyhardshipshe mustovercome After all, "God
hath not given [him] the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love and of a soundmind." (2 Tim.
1:7) Again, it wasin the midst of Paul'sreport on the leadersof the church that he encouraged
the believersin Corinth to resembletheir faith: "Watch ye, standfastin the faith, quit you like
men, be strong." (1 Cor. 16:13) (2) A PreachingMinistry: "Do the work of an evangelist.”
Preachingthe goodnewsof JesusChrist is part of the three-fold commissiorgiven by Christ to
His church. (Matt. 28:18-20)Although a pastor must be fearlessin the face of opposition, he
must alsobe faithful to the Lord JesusChrist and His Gospel.Indeed, the whole purposefor
"enduring aff3ictions" is in order for the pastorto "give [himself] continually to prayer, and to
the ministry of the Word." (Acts 6:4) But it shouldbe bornein mind that thesefour injunctions
(prudence, proof, perseveranceand preaching) are characteristicsevery Christian should
cultivate, for Timothy was to be an "exampleof the believers,in word, in conversation,in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." (1 Tim. 4:12) Let us all, therefore, "stand fast in the Lord."
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Day 3: The Farewell Confession of Paul

"For I am now ready to be offered, and the tume of my departure ts at hand. I have fought the good fight, I
have fintshed my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love His appearing."—2 Tim. 4:6-8

Introduction: Most of the words we hear peoplesay are bltered through our internal "junk
box" and disregardedfrom our minds. However, when a personfacescertain death and he
choosesto sharewhat is on his mind, we rightfully tune into what he will say A deathbed
confessiondemandsspecialattention, for not only will thesebe his last recordedwords before
leaving this world, but often thesewords will encapsulatehat person'sunique interpretation
on the multi-facetedimpressionshe receivedthrough the experienceof his life. The words of
our text conbgure the deathbedconfessiorof the Apostle Paul. Through his testimony we may
learn how to construct our own deathbed confession.

I. He Makes a Review of the Past. "I havefought a good bght, | have bnishedmy course, |

havekept the faith." After all, the prospectof deathsobersthe mind like no other concoction.It

Is an interesting experiment: Why not take a few momentsto gather your thoughts together
with the hypothetical scenariothat you have only a few days left to live? How would you
summarizethe accomplishmentsn your life with the time God hasgiven you on this earth? It

may alarmusto discoverour time hasbeenlittered away by yearsof neglectand abusewhich
hasresultedin a rather aimlesdife. How sadthis is! Oh, that we might beginnow to makethe
necessaryhangesn our livesthat we may oneday join the Apostlewith a positively gratifying
confession, "l have fought a goodyht, | have ished my course, | have kept the faith.”

II. He Models a Resolution in the Present. "For | amnow readyto be offered,andthe time of
my departureis at hand." Death is pending, but it hasnot yet arrived. Perhapsthere are only
inchesremaining before Paul crossesthe boarder of death, but theseinchesare valuable,for
with them he is preparing himselffor the transition. By his example,may we too boldly stare
deathin the facewith the dignibed afbrmation that "[we are] now readyto be offered,and the
time of [our] departure is at hand", yet will we not fear for there is "an inheritance
incorruptible, and undeled, and that fadeth not awayeserved in heaven for [us}." (1 Pet. 1:4)

III. He Mentions a Reward for the Future. "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousnesswhich the Lord, the righteousjudge, shall give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them alsothat love His appearing."Paul haslookedinto his pastand arrived
at the conclusionthat he has"pnished[his] course";he had looked at the presentand resolved
that heis "now readyto be offered"in death;he bnally looksinto the future "at that day"when
the Lord shall give him a "crown of righteousness™/and not to [him] only, but unto all them
alsothat love" the secondcoming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The last words of a personwho
doesnot love the Lord JesusChrist are both dreadful and meaninglessfor what hopeis there
for sucha sinner?But the deathbedconfessiorof a child of God is like the reviving beautyof a
rainbow on a dark rainy day, for the Christian is conkdent that the "God of hope"will Bll him
"with all joy and peacein believing"that "deathis swallowedup in victory", for "if in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable." (Rom. 15:13;.116dr9)
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Day 4: The Battlefield and Racetrack

"I have fought a good fight, I have finwhed my course, I have kept the faith."—2 Tim. 4:7

Introduction: Like any ordinary person,the Apostle Paul had hopedto be surrounded by

family and friends during his last dayson earth. Instead, he was presentedwith the departure
of his dear companions he was confronted with the challengesof evil men and he was faced
with the indifference of his own church relations. Of his companions,Crescenshad goneto

Galatia, Titus had goneto Dalmatia and Tychicushad beensentto Ephesusof his foes,Demas
had forsakenhim and departedto Thessalonicaand Alexanderthe Coppersmithdid him much
evil; of his church relations, no one stood with him when he dealt with Alexander the

Coppersmith,for the memberseither supported Alexander or elsewere neutral on the issues.
Sadly, asidefrom Luke, no onestoodwith Paul at the end of his life, neverthelessPaul testikes
that the "Lord stoodwith [him], and strengthenedhim]." Within this context, Paul perceived
himselfto be a warrior bghting on the battleleld of truth and asa competitor running a race
with fellow believers.Indeed, confict againstthe enemyand competitionwith fellow workers
are metaphors used repeatedly throughout Scripture to describe the nature of living the

Christian life on this earth. (1 Cor. 9:24-27;1 Tim. 6:12;Heb. 10:32-37;12:1,2) Considerhow

Paul brought these ideas together in his deathbed confession.

I. The Conflict of a Battlefield. The nature of a conlf3ct is for the opposingsidesto bght face
to face againsteachother. It is characterizedby opposition which requires the tireless and
unceasing efforts of every Christian to defend the faith and oppose the workers of
unrighteousness(2 Tim. 2:3,4) The Apostle Paul teachesus two important lessonsabout our
Christian warfare: (1) The Exercise of the Warfare: "l have fought a good bght." The "good
Pght" must be "fought”. It is a responsibility that necessitatesiction. The enemieswe faceare
Perce and dangerous:"For we wrestle not againstf3esh and blood, but againstprincipalities,
againstpowers,againstthe rulers of the darknessof this world, againstspiritual wickednessn

high places."It is for this reason,we are commandedto "put on the whole armour of God".
"Wrestling" and "putting on" imply we must be active in bghting againstthe enemy (Eph.

6:10-13)(2) The Equipmentof the Warfare:"l havekept the faith." How is it possibleto "bght"
this enemymore powerful than ourselvesaul tells us that he succeededn the battlekeld by
"keepingthe faith". The Christian soldiermust put on the whole armour of God: girdle of truth,

breastplateof righteousnesssandalsof the Gospelof peace shield of faith, helmetof salvation,
sword of the Spirit and a voice of prayer. (Eph. 6:14-18)Paul'sequipmentasa soldierand his
diligent action in the Ighting the enemy secured for him success on the bagldp

II. The Competition of a Racetrack. The nature of a competitionis for the competitorsto run
side by sidewith eachother. It is characterizedoy cooperationwhich requiresevery Christian
to run with each other instead of againsteach other, "looking unto Jesus, the Author and
Finisher of our faith." (Heb. 12:2) The Apostle Paul describesthis type of competition by
testifying, "I have bPnished my course." These words refer to the ancient Grecian game of
racing. Paul is telling us that his portion of the raceis comingto an end. He had dedicatedhis
Christian life, alongwith other Christians,to servingthe Lord JesusChrist. Although his race
was Pnished,our raceis not yet over. We must continueto work with our fellow believersby
striving together for the Gospel of Christ and the glory of God. (Heb. 12:1)
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Day 5: The Victory of a Warrior

"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure w at hand...henceforth
there ts laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lor, the righteous judge,
ahall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love His appearing."—2 Tim. 4:6,8

Introduction: The Apostle Paul had beendeliveredto Mamertine Prison in Rome. It was a
bottled dungeonthat could only be entered and exited from a hole at the top. Having no
staircasethe prisonershad to be lowered and lifted by a rope. Many Christians spenttime in
this cell and conditionswere so awful that it is reported many of the captiveswere eatenalive
by the infestation of rats. Paul had already been sentencedto execution and he was only
waiting for the ordersto be carried out. He assuredlyenvisionedhis impending death, when
the Roman soldierswould lead him out through the Appian Way, outsidethe city, where his
headwould be laid on a block of wood, and with the drop of an axe, severedfrom his body.
However, he wasunmovedby this fearful prospect,for he was certain that his pPnal journey to
the placeof executionwasonly the beginningof his new journey with the Lord in glory. Paul
refers to both incidents in his deathbed confession.

I. His Departure from the Earth. "For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departureis at hand."Not only was he ready to be put to death, but the time of his execution
was drawing near Is it not true that many Christians who have faced death were not able to
saywith Paul, "l amreadyto die"? How is it with you? If God were to call you hometoday,
would you havepeacein knowing that all things are asthey shouldbe and your heartis settled
in bidding adieuto this world? What if your departurefrom this world were to be apparently
cut short by the hands of persecutors?Perhapswe could have peaceif our death were the
result of natural causesbut would we possesshe samepeacefulnessf our death were the
result of someonekilling us? The Apostle'slife was being endedabruptly by executionersyet
he was still ableto be at peacewith his death.Why? "For unto you it is givenin the behalf of
Christ, not only to believeon Him, but alsoto suffer for His sake","yea,and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesusshall suffer persecution."(Phil. 1:29;2 Tim. 3:12) Paul was preparedto
die for Christ, becausehe was living for Christ. Thus, he says,"l fought a good bght, | have
Pnished my course, | have kept the faith" - the whole of his life was in service to his Lord!

II. His Entrance into Heaven. "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteousjudge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all
themalsothat love His appearing."Although wicked menwere aboutto removehis headwith
an axe,the Lord wasaaboutto adornit with a crown of righteousnessThis is the victory of a
Christian warrior. The righteous Judge shall reward His valiant soldiers with a crown
recognizingthe righteouscausefor which they lived and died. This crown is reservedin heaven
for every soldier of Christ. Paul emphasize$iow all Christian soldierslove the appearanceof
Christ, for "the Lord Himself shall descendfrom heavenwith a shout, with the voice of the
archangel.andwith the trump of God: andthe deadin Christ shallrise brst: thenwe which are
alive and remainshall be caughtup togetherwith themin clouds,to meetthe Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord." (1 Thess.4:16,17)It will be at that day when all
believers shall be gathered together and the "course" shallihied by all!



Supplement: John Flavel on Aspiration

"Navigation Spiritualized"

1. The ship that now sails trim before a wind,
2. E'er the desired port it gains, maynd
3. A tedious passage; gentle gales a while
4. Do Hl its salils, the @ttering seas do smile,
5. The face of heav'n is bright on every side
6. The wanton porpoise tumbles on the tide.
7. Into their cabins now the seamen go,
8. And then turns out again, withlWhat cheer, ho?
9. All on a sudden darkened are the skies,
10. The lamp of heav'n obscured, the winds doth rise;
11. Waves swell like mountains; Now their couragags.
12. The masts are crack'd, the canvas torn to rags.
13. The vessel works for life; anon one cries,
14. The main masts gone by th' board; another plies
15. The pump, until a third does strike them blank,
16. With, Sirs, prepare for death, we've sprung a plank,
17. Now to their knees they go, and on this wise
18. They beg for mercywith their loudest cries:
19. Lord, save us but this once, and thou shalt see
20. What persons, for the future, we will be:
21. Our former time's mis-spent, but, with a vqw
22. We will engage, if thou wilt save us now
23. To mend what is amiss. The gracious Lord,
24. Inclin'd to pity, takes them at their word;
25. The winds into their treasures he doth call.
26. Rebukes the stormy sea, and brings them all
27. To their desired haven: once a-shore,
28. And then their vows are ne'er remembered more.
29. Thus soul's are shipwreck'd tho' the bodies live,

30. Unless in time thou true repentance give.
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Stanza 6

Consummation

How to Secure an Anticipated Life

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.

And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appeare
may have contence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.
If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth
righteousness is born of him. Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear

what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appeae shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath
this hope in him puriteth himself, even as he is pure. Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression
of the law And ye know that he was manifested to take away our
sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not:
whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.

(1 John 2:28-3:6)

Copyright © 2010 Jared Smith
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Assignment

Monday:

(1) Read "Day 1. My Faith Shall Be Sight"

(2) Answer Questions for "Day 1"

(3) Memorize 1 John 2:28

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Tuesday:

(1) Read "Day 2: The Ramitations of Our New Birth"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 2"

(3) Memorize 1 John 2:28

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VeIl With My Soul."

Wednesday:

(1) Read "Day 3: Reality of Our New Birth: ConBence and Conformity"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 3"

(3) Memorize 1 John 2:28

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is VéIl With My Soul."

Thursday:

(1) Read "Day 4: Responsibilities of Our New Birth: Living Righteously"
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 4"

(3) Memorize 1 John 2:28

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is Véll With My Soul."

Friday:

(1) Read "Day 5: Responsibilities of Our New Birth: Living Purely”
(2) Answer Questions for "Day 5"

(3) Memorize 1 John 2:28

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."

Saturday:

(1) Read "Supplement: J. L. Dagg on Consummation"”
(2) Answer Questions for "Bonus: Supplement”

(3) Memorize 1 John 2:28

(4) Memorize Stanza of "It Is V&Il With My Soul."
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(5) Write a Testimony: Choose one of the truths learned from the lesson and explain

how you personally experienced that truth in your life during the week.




Ouestions 69
o

1. Day 1: My Faith Shall Be Sight

(1) What does "consummation” mean for the Christian life?
(2) How does a Christian have "sight" through "faith"?
(3) What is the "queen of the promises" whereby the Christian is comforted?

2. Day 2: The Ramifications of Our New Birth

(1) What is the difference between "reformation” and "regeneration"?
(2) What are the two capacities with which the believer is blessed through his union with Christ?
(3) What arethetwo respongbilitiesthe Chrigtian isto observe asaresult of hisunion with Christ?

3. Day 3: Reality of Our New Birth: Confidence and Conformity

(1) Namefour Scripturereferencesthat conbrm the teaching of the New Birth.
(2) What does it mean for a believer to "abide in Christ"?
(3) What great blessing will the believer receive when Christ comes again?

4. Day 4: Responsibilities of Our New Birth: Living Righteously

(1) What is "legalism" and "licentiousness"?
(2) What isthedifference between the "persondity" of abdiever and the"two-natures' that resdetheran?
(3) What is the signileance in being "called the sons of God"?

5. Day 5: Responsibilities of Our New Birth: Living Purely

(1) How is a Christian able to live a pure life?
(2) What are the major differences between the "old nature" and the "new nature"?
(3) When will the Christian's life with God be consummated?

6. Bonus: Supplement

(1) Why does the Christian "rejoice in hope of the glory of God" in the midst of tribulations?
(2) Is heaven a real place? Explain.
(3) How can a person know for sure he has a secure home in heaven?
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The Scripture Frame

1 Jobn 2:28-5:6

(These notes are to be used in conjunction with the daily studies)

(2:28-3:6) The Ramibations of our New Birth: The Reality of Our Union with Christ Results
in Our Responsibility to Live Righteously in Christ

(2:28) The Reality of Our Union with Christ: Condence in Him - unashamed at the Second Coming
28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appeare may have condence, and not
be ashamed before him at his coming.

(2:29-3:2a) The Responsibility of Our Union with Christ: Living Righteously - because He
is righteous (being born of Him)

The New Birth: Liberating the Soul to do Righteousness - a new nature in Christ
29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born
of him.
The Privilege of the New Birth: Sons of God - infite love
3:1Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God:
The Position of the New Birth: Unknown by the Wrld - if it doesn't
know Christ, it doesn't know His people
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
The Privilege of the New Birth: Sons of God - infite love
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God,

(3:2b) The Reality of Our Union with Christ: Conformity to Him - like Him at the Second Coming
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appeashall be like
him; for we shall see him as he is.

(3:3-6) The Responsibility of Our Union with Christ: Living Purely - because He
Is pure (having hope in Him)

The New Birth: Assuring the Soul to be Pure - a new nature in Christ
3 And every man that hath this hope in him pumith himself, even as he is pure.
The Position of the New Birth: Old Nature Governed by Sin
- it abides in Adam
4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law
The Privilege of the New Birth: Son of God making us Children
of God - taking away our sins
5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and
in him is no sin.
The Position of the New Birth: New Nature Governed by Righteousness
- it abides in Christ
6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him,
neither known him.
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Day 1: My Faith Shall Be Sight

And Lord, haste the day when my facth shall be seght,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even vo, it ts well with my soul.

Introduction: The words of this bnal stanzaexpressthe climactic idea of consummation.
"Consummation‘doesnot meanthings are brought to a concludingend, but rather things are
completed according to a perfect design. It is important to distinguish between these
demnitions, for the Christian life doesnot end at death, it is simply perfectedat deathwherein
life continueswith Christin heavenln otherwords, deathis not only an exit from this world, it

is alsoan entranceinto the world to come.Thus, the hymn writer grows increasinglyeagerto
enter the heavenlycourts resulting in his pleato the Lord, "hastethe day when my faith shall

be sight..." There are three lessons we may learn about the consummation of our life in Chris

I. The Sight of Faith. "And Lord, hastethe day when my faith shall be sight." There is a
popular assumptionthat the essencef faith is basedon unreasonablespeculationand hopeful
imagination.Herein lies the central argumentof ungodly philosopherswho proposefaith and
scienceare at oddswith eachother - that science peing basedon concretereality (fact), is for
the reasonabldroad minded person,and faith, being basedon abstractfantasy(bction), is for
the unreasonablenarrow minded person.Now, sucha theory is not what the hymn writer had
in mind when he distinguishedbetweenfaith and sight. On the contrary. The Christian faith is
not basedon unreasonablespeculationbut on the revelationof God's Word; it is not basedon
hopefulimagination,but on the reality of the Self-ExistentGod. The conkdencewe havein the
written Word (Bible) will be attestedby the return of the Living Word (Christ). Thus, we
know the invisible Christ through faith now, but one day we shall know the visible Christ
"when He shall appearfor we shall see Him as He is." (1 Jn. 3:2)

I1. The Sound of Trumpets. "The cloudsbe rolled back asa scroll; The trump shall resound,
andthe Lord shalldescend.'Although there are manythings we do not know aboutthe Lord's
secondcoming, there are neverthelesscertain things He hastold us. "For the Lord Himself
shalldescendrom heavenwith a shout,with the voice of the archangel,and with the trump of
God: and the deadin Christ shallrise brst: then we which are alive and remainshall be caught
up togetherwith themin the clouds,to meetthe Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord." (1 Thess.4:16,17)The glorious day of our Lord's return shall commencewith the
announcemenbf the archangelaccompaniedy the heavenlytrumpets of God; the Lord shall
descendthrough the clouds and His peopleshall ascendto meetHim in the air where both
sight and sound will be joined together in the joyful rapture of the saints of God.

III. The Solace of Christ. "Even so, it is well with my soul.”" The promise of Christ's second
comingis the queenof the promisesi;it is the diamondin the ring of pledgesijt is the crown of
the royal garmentof expectation.For after the Apostle Paul extolsthe surety of Christ's return,

he then says,"whereforecomfort one anotherwith thesewords." (1 Thess.4:18) It is for this
reason, the hymn writer closes his six stanzas on learning how to live the Christian life with tr
riveting truth that Christ is coming again: "Even so", he says, "it is well with my soul!"



72
Day 2: The Ramifications of Our New Birth

"And now, little children..." — I Jobhn 2:28-5:6

Introduction: There is a great difference between Reformation (changing on the outsidein
order to producea changeon the inside) and regeneration(a changeon the insideresultingin a
changeon the outside). A persondoesnot becomea Christian by merely repeatinga prayer,
voluntarily signingup for the faith or evensincerelyascribingto a moral codeand creed.The
Scriptures describe the entranceinto Christianity as a radical transformation through the
mysteriousexperienceof a New Birth. "As many asreceived[Christ], to them gaveHe power
to becomethe sonsof God, evento them that believeon His name:which were born [again],
not of blood, nor of the will of the Besh,nor of the will of man, but of God." (Jn. 1:12,13)It is
this new birth which enablesa personto becomea child of God by being united togetherwith
Christ. (Jn. 15:1-5)No lessthan nine timesthe Apostle John refersto the readersof his brst
recorded letter as "little children", a phrasedescribingthe spiritual immaturity of Christians.
These Christians belongedto God's family and it was John's purposeto build them up by
educating them on the ramdations of their new life in Christ. Consider:

I. The Reality of Our Union with Christ. When the believeris united with Christ through the
New Birth, hereceivesa new nature with a capacityto not only conkdein the Lord, but alsoto

be conformedto Him. First, the Christian hasthe capacityto be conkdentin Christ (2:28). For

John says,"Abide in [Christ]; that, when He shallappear we may haveconkdence,and not be
ashamedbefore Him at His coming." The capacity of trusting Christ through our union with

Him now is the guaranteethat we shall be conkdent in Him when He returns. Second,the
Christian hasthe capacityto be conformedto Christ (3:2b). For John says,"It doth not yet
appearwhat we shallbe: but we know that, when He shallappear we shallbe like Him; for we
shallseeHim asHe is." The capacityof being conformedto Christ aswe walk with Him now is
a picture of how we will be perfectly conformedto Him when He returns. Thus, our conkdence
in Christ and conformity to Him are not only blessingswe enjoy today, but are also pledges
that will Pnd their consummation in Him when He returns to receive us unto Himself,

I1. The Responsibility of Our Union with Christ. The believer'sconkdencein Christ and
conformity to Him naturally involves certain responsibilitiesthat he must observe.First, the
Christian is responsibleto live righteouslyin Christ (2:29-3:2a).For John says,"If ye know
that [Christ] is righteous,ye know that every one that doeth righteousnessn born of Him."
The Apostle Paul explainsthat the believeris enabledto "do righteousnessbecauseneis God's
"workmanship,createdin Christ Jesusunto goodworks, which God hath beforeordainedthat
[he] shouldwalk in them." (Eph. 2:10) Second,the Christian is responsibleto live purely in
Christ (3:3-6). For John says,"Every manthat hath this hopein him puribeth himself,evenas
[Christ] is pure." The Apostle Peter explains that the believeris enabledto live purely "in
obeyingthe truth through the Spirit" by "beingborn again”.(1 Pet. 1:22,23)Thus, our ability to
do right and be pure is basedon our capacityto be conformedto Christ, for John specikes,"|f
ye know that [Christ] is righteous"and "evenas[Christ] is pure", so should we be like Him.
Therefore,the ramibcation of being born againnot only requiresthe believerto "live godly in
Christ Jesus",but is alsothe self-evidentproof that the professingChristian is an authentic
child of God. "Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them." (Matt. 7:20)
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Day 3: Reality of Our New Birth: Confidence and Conformity

"And now, little children, abide in Him: that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be

ashamed before Him at Hw appearing...and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
He vhall appear, we shall be like Him: for we shall see Him as He is." — I John 2:28 ¢5 5:2b

Introduction: That the New Birth is necessaryn order for a personto becomea child of God
is veribed by the teachingsof Scripture. Jesustold Nicodemusthat "Except a man be born
again,he cannotseethe kingdom of God...excepta manbe born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the Reshis 3esh;and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit." (IJn. 3:1-12) The Apostle Peterexplainsthat the Christian hasbeen
"born again,not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abidethforever" (1 Pet. 1:23) The Apostle Paul distinguishesbetweenthe old nature received
at our brst birth (physical) and the new nature receivedat our secondbirth (spiritual): "Walk
in the spirit, and ye shall not fulPll the lust of the Resh.For the Reshlusteth againstthe spirit,

andthe spirit againstthe Resh:and theseare contrary the oneto the other: sothat ye cannotdo
the things that ye would." (Gal. 5:16-26) The Apostle John testikesthat "whosoeverbelieveth
that Jesusis the Christ is born of God...whosoeveis born of God overcomeththe world." (1

Jn. 5:1-4) With this in mind, let us examine more closely what is involved with a New Birth.

I. Confidence in Christ. John says,"Abide in [Christ]; that, when He shall appear we may
have conkdence,and not be ashamedbefore Him at His coming."(2:28) To "abidein Christ"
meansto dwell in Him. Jesus explainsit thus: "Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch
cannotbearfruit of itself, exceptit abidein the vine; no more canye, exceptye abidein Me. |
amthe vine, ye are the branches:he that abidethin Me, and | in him, the samebringeth forth
much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.” (Jn. 15:1-5) It is this union with Christ that
gavethe Apostle Paul the assurancen the midst of adversityto testify: "that in nothing | shall
be ashamedput that with all boldnessasalways,so now alsoChrist shall be magniked in my
body, whether it be by life, or by death." (Phil. 1:20) Likewise, we have no reasonto be
ashamed(fear) in the midst of our persecution,for whether we live, Christ reigns supremein
our lives, or whether we die, Christ shall come again and reign victorious over His foes.

I1. Conformity to Christ. John says,"It doth not yet appearwhat we shall be: but we know
that, when He shall appear we shall be like Him; for we shall seeHim asHe is." (3:2b) The
ultimate design in the eternal purpose of God in saving the sinner is that he might be
"conformedto the imageof His Son". (Rom. 8:29) We are greatly blessedto "put on the new
[nature], which is renewedin knowledgeafter the imageof Him that createdhim.” (Col. 3:10)
Ah, but we are not yet perfectly conformedto the imageof Christ, for Paul testiresby way of
experience!'l bnd thenalaw, that, when| would do good,evil is presentwith me.For | delight
in the law of God after the [new nature]: but | seeanotherlaw in my memberswarring against
the law of my mind, and bringing meinto captivity to the law of sin which isin my membersO
wretchedmanthat | am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"(Rom. 7:21-24)
Sothen, "though our outward man perish, yet the inward manis renewedday by day. For our
light affdiction, which is but for a moment,worketh for us a far more exceedingand eternal
weight of glory." (2 Cor. 4:16-18)For, "it doth not yet appearwhat we shall be: but we know
that, when [Christ] shall appearwe shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
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Day 4: Responsibility in Our New Birth: Living Righteously

"If ye know that he s righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness ts born of him. Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of Goo: therefore the
world knoweth ws not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God."— 1 John 2:29-5:2a

Introduction: Two of the most dangerousobstaclesin the Christian life are legalism and
licentiousnessLegalismis a prison cell of bondageenforcing arbitrary rules that ultimately
prevent the Christian from walking with Christ according to the freedom of his own
consciencelLicentiousnesds a desolatewildernessof anarchyrejectingthe commandsof God
by attemptingto live without Scriptural precept. Both of thesehindranceshave at their core
the sameevil disorder- an abuseof the graceof God in the life of the believer Neither a prison
of rules nor a licenseto rebel are suflcient to provide the Christian with the kind of liberty
granted him in his union with Christ. For on the one hand, we must "standfast in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath madeus free, and be not entangledagainwith the yoke of bondage”,
while on the other hand, althoughwe "havebeencalledunto liberty", we must "not useliberty
for an occasionto the Resh."(Gal. 5:1-13)Understandingthe nature of the New Birth will help
us to know how to live righteously as Christians.

I. The Principle of the New Birth. "If ye know that He is righteous,ye know that every one
that doeth righteousnesdss born of Him." (2:29) The complexity of a believer'ssoul can be
helpfully simplibed by distinguishing betweenthe two natureswhich residetherein. The old
natureis receivedat the brst birth andis unchangeablysinful; the new natureis receivedat the
secondbirth andis unchangeablyrighteous.(Jn. 3:6) Thesetwo naturesdo not meanthe child
of God hasa split personality but rather his undivided personalityhastwo different natures.lIt
is within this capacitythat the Christianin his new natureis ableto "do righteousness'yeaand
mustdo righteousnessfor heis to "work out [his] own salvationwith fear and trembling, for it
is God which worketh in [him] both to will and to do of His good pleasure." (Phil. 2:12,13)

I1. The Privilege of the New Birth. The highestprivilege of receivingthe principle of a new
natureis the integration of that personinto God'sfamily. For, "behold,what mannerof love the
Father hath bestowedupon us, that we shouldbe calledthe sonsof God...belovednow are we
calledthe sonsof God." (3:1a& 2a) We are not slavesin a master'shome,for this would be
burdensomewe are not prisonersin a jailor's dungeon,for this would be bondagewe are not
vagabondsn alonely wilderness,for this would be beggary;but we are children born into the
Father'shousehold andthis aloneis bountiful. The bounty of the Father'shomeis protectedby
the boundariesof His commandmentsAs children havea natural inclination to conformto the
discipline of their fatherso Christians are spiritually inclined to obey the heavenly Father

III. The Position of the New Birth. "Thereforethe world knoweth us not, becauseat knew
Him not." (3:1b) The New Birth not only changegshe believerhimself,it alsochangeghe way
non-believersrelate to him. For if the ungodly do not know Jesus Christ, neither will they
know the child of God. If birds of a feather R3ock together then there can be no true union
betweenthe believerand the unbeliever The Lord instructs us to "comeout from [the world],
and be ye separate...andHe] will receiveus, and will be a Father unto [us], and [we] shallbe
[His] sons and daughters." (2 Co6:14-18)
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Day 5: Responsibility in Our New Birth: Living Purely

"And every man that hath thes hope in him purtfieth himoelf, even as he t pure. Whoosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin ts the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was mantfested
to take away our sing; and in him w no sin. Whoooever abideth tn him sinneth not: whosoever
atnneth hath not seen him, neither known bim."—1 Jobn 5:5-6

Introduction: The teachingof theseversesis almostidentical with that of Study Four. They
deal with the general theme of the two-fold nature in the child of God. Consider:

I. The Principle of the New Birth. "And every man that hath this hope in him puribeth
himself, evenas He is pure.” (3:3) This "hope"in manis the conviction of his conformity to
Christ as a result of his union with Him. Likewise, just as the child of God "doeth
righteousness’becausehe hasreceiveda new nature in Christ (Jn. 2:29), so he alsolivesin
"purity" becausehe hasbecomea "partaker of the divine nature". (2 Pet. 1:4) For this reason,
the Apostle Peterexhortsthe Christian, "But asHe which hath calledyou is holy, sobe ye holy
in all manner of [conduct]; because it is written, Be ye holy; for | am hdld Pet. 1:15)

II. The Position of the New Birth. This two-fold naturein the child of God is distinguishedin

verses4 and 6. It is noticeablethat both versesmake an absoluteclaim with referenceto the
position of each nature. First, the old nature is governed entirely by sin, for "whosever
committethsin transgressethalsothe law: for sin is the transgressiorof the law." (3:4) Second,
the new nature is governedentirely by righteousnessfor "whosoeverabidethin Him sinneth
not: whosoeversinneth hath not seenHim, neither known Him." (3:6) The old nature is not

righteous neither acts righteously and the new nature is not sinful neither commitssin. It is

with referenceto the new nature in the child of God that he doesnot sin. Neverthelessaslong

asthe old nature remainswithin, the Christian still struggleswith sin. Ultimately, althoughsin

remainswithin the child of God (old nature), the child of God is not longerin bondageto sin.

So Paul instructs the Christiansin Rome, "reckon ye also yourselvesto be deadindeedunto

sin" (no longer a slave to the old nature), "but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our

Lord" (a servant to the new nature). (Rom. 6:11)

IT1. The Privilege of the New Birth. "And ye know that He was manifestedto take away our
sins;and in him is no sin." (3:5) That the Son of God hasmadeus children of God is the great
privilege of the New Birth. (Jn. 1:12) Neverthelessthis privilege is not without its difbculties.
For instance,is it not commonfor Christiansto feel frustrated and discouragedafter the New
Birth asaresult of sin remainingin the heart?It is asked,"If Christ diedin order to take away
my sins,and | am'completein Him', then why do | still sin againstGod?" Think againof the
two-fold nature in the Christian: they sharecommontraits - (1) Neither can be changed,for
"Reshis Besh"and "spirit is spirit" (Jn. 3:6); (2) Both havean end, "the wagesof sin is death",
but "the gift of God is eternallife through JesusChrist our Lord." (Rom. 6:23) It is to this end
Paul exclaimswith much frustration, "O wretchedmanthat I am! Who shall deliver me from
the body of this death?"(Rom. 7:24) Although we are "completein Christ" in havingreceiveda
perfectly righteousnature at the New Birth, the consummatiorof our life with God in Him will
not be completeuntil our old natureis eradicatedat deathand a new and gloriousbody is given
to us at the general resurrection. (1 Cd5) "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." (Re22:20)
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Supplement: J. L. Dagg on Consummation

The /‘L:(]/Q[eoua will be taken to heaven, and made pe/fec[[y érappy for ever
tn the presence and enjoyment of Goo.

Godliness has the promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. It often happe
that the believer in Christ has an aifed lot in the present world; but, in the midst of
tribulations, he is enabled, through grace, to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. So much doe
the happiness of his present life depend on the hope of a better portion hergtftgrhe is said

to be "saved by hopeThis hope has for its object an inheritance that is incorruptible,
undeBed, and that fadeth not awaye is taught by the doctrine of Christ, to look for this
portion, not in this world of sin, not in the pursuits and enjoyments of carnal men, but in
another and better world, to which his faith and hope are ever directed.

The believer's portion is laid up in heavemhat heaven is a place, and not a mere state of
being, we are taught by the words of Christ, who said, "l go to prepare a place for yout;ih
what part of universal space this happy place is situated, the Bible does not inform us. It is
sometimes called the third heaverns,distinguish it from the atmospheric heaven, in which the
fowls of heaven have their habitation, and from the starry heavens, which visibly declare the
glory of God. The glory of the third heavens is invisible to mortal eyes; and the place may be
far beyond the bounds within which suns and stars shine, and planets revolve. Some have
imagined that it is a vast central globe, around which the stars of heaven are making their slo
revolutions, carrying with them their systems of attendant planets. There is something pleasir
in this conjecture, which connects astronomical science with the hopes of the Christian: but it
must be remembered that it is mere conjecture. No telescope can bring this glorious place
within the reach of human view'Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love hiviet, though
science cannot give us a knowledge of this happy world, divine revelation has made us to so!
extent acquainted with it. Paul adds to the words just cited, "but God hath revealed them to u
by his Spirit." By faith, which is the evidence of things not seen, we look at things unseen anc
eternal. The light of revelation brings the glories of the distant land before the eyes of our fait
and in the spiritual enjoyment which we are made to experience, even in this land of exile, we
have an earnesind foretaste of heavenly joy

These drops of heaven sent down to worms belomite with the descriptions found in God's
holy word, to give such ideas of heaven as it is possible for us to form; but at best, we know
only in part. "It doth not yet appearwhat we shall be."



