\ / The Majesty of God: His mmutability — Study 4

~ / 76 all, Iife Thou gvest, o both greal and small,
In a/l Iife Thowu /vest, the rue life of all;
/ \ . ) J
We blossor and Flowrish as leaves on the tree,
/ \ And eoither and perish — bud rawtgft chargeth 7 hee.

Memorl/ Verse

“"For I am the LOKD, T c/zange not ; 2herefore ye Sons of Jacod are not consumed.”
(MCZ/QC/W‘ 3-‘(p>

ﬁ/oMewo/‘,é

Monday = (D) Kead Questions I and II.(2) Memorize Hhyrn and Verse.

Tuesday = (1) Kead Introduction and Malachi 3. (2) Memorize Hymn and Verse.
Wednesday = ( D Kead Question III.(2) Meriorize Yyrn and Verse.

Thursday = () Kead Question IV, points | and 2.(2) Mepiorize Hymn and Verse.
Friday = ( D Kead Guestion IV, points 3 and 4. (2) Memorize Yyrn and Verse.

Safaro/ca/ = (1) Fead Huestion e Com/?/eie Zhe /4Ci/\//iy. (3) Memorize %ymn and Verse.

Activity

I. E&plan Che Cwo ways in which the LOKD 4. ho are the "sons of Jacob"?
15 wuncharg'ng?

2. Yow Is the LOKD connected Zo every
5aé/ecz‘ you learn at schoo!/?

5. Whad Four truths do we learn Fronr the
ttle “sons of Jacob”?

T e L

3. What does the nare "LOKD" sean? t 6. Can the "sons of Jacod” /ocose Zheir
relationstup cwith (Fod? Explain.




I. What Does Zhe "IMML(Z‘Q&///Z‘}/ of” (God " Mean?

7he IMML(?&A///Z‘y of God means that God
does not c/lange. () We does not c/zanje )
Who Ye Is. Al created /ife /s 3oVernec/ 5}/
growth and decay. For example, a human
being passes throwugh a gradual and
continual process of 3rowf/7 as Ae
develops from a baby to a man. ¥is body
madures, s rund develops, Ais emotions
ripen, etc. Likewise, Chere remans a
constant state of decay as Zhe 5ody ages
and declines. Howoever, the Creator does
rnot grow or decay. e re?a/reé no addition
and Swuffers no swubtraction to Yis Be/‘ng.
e IS pertfect. (2) We does not c/mnge ‘n
whad He chooses o do. Al created /ife is
saé/’ecz‘ Zo Cime and linruted in ,énow/ea/ﬂe.
For 2his reason, when e rake a decision,
we MmuUst process our f/?oag/zz‘é Z‘/7roa3/7
successive stages of past, present and
fulure. Since 7 IS impossible for ws Zo

cOmp/ez‘e/y knoeo el/eryé‘/?z‘ng From the past

!
1;

and all things that will happen in 2he
future, our ,énow/ea/ge IS not perfect and
our decisions oflen c/mnge. Yoroever, Zhe
Creator does not process s f/)odg/]f
Chrough successive stages of past,
present and future, because He is elernal
(outside of time). ¥is ,énow/edge N
complete of a// Z‘/}/‘n\g\s and Y/s decisions
are Cherefore perfect. ¥e never makes a
ristake or regrets a choice that has been
made. The Apostle Paul sad, "we knoco all
¢hings cork Zogettrer for good Zo 2her
2hat love God, Yo ther who are the called
aacOra/fng Zo s purpose.” A/ Z‘/)/‘n\gs
cork iogefher For good becautse He has a
perfect plan for all 2hings, even if we
cannct wunderstand iZ. As Someone once
sad, "The Christian /s not re?a/‘rea/ Zo
understand what God does, he is only
responsible to stand on Who God Is.”

II. tohat /s the Mean/n\clq of the tords in the Stanza of Zhe %y/mn?

First Line: "To dall, /ife Thouw gvest, Zo
both gread and small" means that every
credlure which has life is a recipient £rom
the Credtor tho is life. All creation i's
derived From the Creator.

Second Line: "In afl /ife Thow /livest, Zhe
Zrue life of all" means That every crealitre
which has life /s reliand on Zhe Crealor
Who is life. All credtion is dependent on
2he Creator.

Third Line: "te blossonrr and Flowrish as

N

leaves on The Tree” means Zhal every
person IS Saé/‘ecz‘ Zo the 3/-&0/4(62/ cﬁange
of 3/-044)2‘/7, even as the leaes on Che Zree

groew in the Spr/ng.

Fourth Line: () “"And wither and perish”
means LhaL every person is subject o the
gradual change of decay, even as Che leaves
on the tree die in the Fall. (2) "But raug/t
changet / Thee" means that nothing
( naug/rt ) charges God.



Our K elationship eith Che LOKD
(MCZ/CZC/’I/‘ 3-6)

Introduction: Most of owur /ives between Zhe ages of” £ive and Cwenty—Ztio are laken up cith
a Formal education in school and college. Our Zeachers instruct wus on subjects such as
history, science, malhematics, health, Iileralure and the arts. However, most of the tine,
these SMé/'eaZ‘S are studied without any reference to how God /s related to them. 7he gread
Lruth of the Bible is that God not only created every saé/'ecf of education, He also governs
all saé/'ecis éy s 50\/8/‘8/3/7 rele and therefore 3/\/&5 Zree Mean/nﬁ o each \Saé/'ecf )
accordance with ¥is purpose and plan. With s in rund, it is importat thal we devote
ourselies to wunderstanding Who God is, especially cwith reference to how He relates o
evern/thing in Chis corl/d. We may be sure, when God /s the Focus of our learning, Zhe
,énow/eo/ﬂe we receie will not cause us to be lifled wup cwith pride, bet coill grealy herble
wus before our Crealor and Kedeemer; we may be Sire, when God is the Ffocus of our
learning, 2he énow/ea/je e receive will be much gredler than those who only see CAis world
Chrough the narrocw vision of themselves ) we may be sure, when God /s the focus of our
/earn/ng, Zhe ,énow/ea/je we receive will provide the most poroerti! comfort in our time of
need. For what good does a Knowledge of” history, science, mathematics and /iteradure do wus
i we never wnderstand how God is part of these SMé/'eCZ‘S? On the other hand, when coe
know God Chrough ! of these SMé/'ecfS and wunderstand howo He governs them, wupholds
thert, coorks throwugh thers and accomplishes Y/is purpose by them, then coe are gven a
wonderful Foundadion on how God governs u«s, wupholds wus, coorks ¢hrough ws  and
accomplishes s PUrpOSe 4/ us a’ar/nﬁ all experiences of our /lives. The [itd/e Scriptire
chosen Ffor owur study on 2he Immafaé///fy of” (God demonstrates how Swuch a ,énow/eo/ge of
God sustans the Christian in his everyday Iite. Kead caretully 2he verse and study the notes.

The Character of the Ke e/QZ‘/onS/w}o-’ So\/ere/Sn Creator - eSZ‘QA/AS/]/ng covenantd eoith  man
(Name - "LORD")
For I am the LORD,

7778 Secar/‘z‘y of Z‘/78 ( e/aZ(/“th/?/p-' IMMMZ‘QA///Zty of Z‘/?e LO@ - "C /7&/738 noZ( ”

I change not;

The Character of the Ke e/af/on\s/]//?-' Saé/ecz‘eo/ Createtre - enfer/ng covenant eoth LOKD
(Nape - "Sons of Jacod")

therefore ye sons of Jacob

7778 SQCL(HZ‘V of Zhe ( e/aZ‘/onS/ﬁ/D‘ IndeSZ‘)‘é(Ci/A/‘/ffy of Zhe Sants - "not consuned”

are not consumed.



IIT. lho is the "LOKD"?

7 he 5/73//5/7 word "LORD" in Malach 3¢ is
a trans/alion of TChe
"Jehovah”. Jehovah is a name (God has 3/‘\/'3/7
o Himself which means "Che Eernal One,
or the Immedable One;, He tho tas, and
Is, 7 he
especially associated cwith God's covenant
relationstup e has established woith Yis
people. The
‘agreement” and it is on the basis of a

%eérew nare

and Is 2o core.” name 15

word "covenant?” means
covenant ( aﬁreemenf> thad God erntered into
The #irst
agreement God made cwith Adar was
conditional on HAdam's obedience Zo (GGod,
but broken 5}/ him when he rebelled aganst
God by eating the forbidden Freat. The

Second aﬁreemeni God made with Adam was

7 /‘e/df/th/?/p a)/f/l ”Man.

conditioned on Christ's obedience o the
Father in éeep/ng Che commandments and
vielding /s life in death as an aonement
For sin, freely saing the elect of God by
grace. IZ /s on the basis of this sSecond

agreemeni Zhat yvowu and I have a

1

V. ho are the "sons of Jacob"?7?

relationship ewith God. The HApostle Pac/
said, "Hs by the offence of one Judgment
came wpon all men o condesmnation; even
So éy Zhe rlg/zfeoa\SneSS of one the Free
g#C came Upon all men wunto justitication
of life. For as by one rans disobedience
many coere made Sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made
rig/teows.” As a result of Adar's sin, e
are all Sinners by nalure and tCherefore
wunder the judgment and condesinddion of’
God. Yoroever,
Christ's obedience (2o the commandments

as a reswl?t of Jesws

as ewell as gving s life as a swbstitute
For Sinners), we who believe on Yim are
gVen a rew nalure of righteousress and
therefore wnder Zhe grace and Justification
of God. Every time we Chink of the name
"TJehovah”, we »must remember that God is
not only our Sovereign Crealor that has
3/\/en lo wus p/vysfca/ life;, He /s also our
50\/ere/5n Kedeemer that has gven o us
spiritudl life. (Ephesians 2:$-10)

7T he
describe the nation of Israe! as a whole.

“sons of Jacod" is a ttle wused to

Yotwever, not every person in the nation of
Israe/ was a true believer in Christ. The
Apost/e Paul tells wus that "they which are
the children of the Fflesh, these are not
Zhe children of (God: but the children of
Zhe proruse are counted For Che Seed.”
This means that only those persons who
received Spiritudl life were Crue believers in
Christ and therefore children of God. (See
7 he
description, "sons of Jacob", bears Specia/

Romans 9 For a +wull accowunt).

fe\sz‘/mony Zo four an‘SZ‘anc//ng Zreths woith
reference o thosSe who are fra/y Saved.

( l) 7773}/ were Sons of 600/‘5 election. 7773

|
f

Lord had sad, "Jacod hae I /oved, bed Esac
have I hated.” In the filness of Gods grace,
Ye chose to sae Jacob, bed nt s brother
Esau. For the lord dlso sad, "I will hae
mercy on whom I eill have mercy, and I eol/
have compassion on whom I will Aave
compassion.” It is Zhe Sa/erez:gn grace of God
which is responsible For saing Sinners, so
thad saladion is not based on the Sinners coil!
oF works, but on God 2hadt shows mercy. OF
course, f/zfn,é//g on Gods electing grace can
cause Us Co guestion the farness of God in
not choosing everyone Co be saved. Bud coe
mUSE remember Chad God is the Creddor and
Redeerer and we are not only ¥is creatures,
beid credtires who have rebelled aga/nsi ir.
Ye retans the r/ig/zf Zo do with wus as e



pleases and none of ws deserve Zo be saved.
Instead of asking why God has not chosen
everyone o be saved, it is more profitable o
ask why God chose us to be saved instead of
Someone who IS nt chosen. "Blessed be the
God and Father of owr lord Jeswus Christ,
Who hath blessed ws with ol spiridual
5/355//735 in heavenly placed in Christ:
according as Ve hath chosen wus in Him
before the foundadion of the world, thad e
Shoeid be holy and coithoedd blame before Him
in love: haing predestinaled wus wnto The
adoption of children Ay Jeswus Christ 2o
imself, according to the qood pleasure of
s willy, 2o Zhe prase of the 3/ory o s
grace, wherein He hath rade ws accepted in
the beloved." (Eph. 1:3-¢)

(2) They cwere sons of spiritud blessings.
Jacob had receied the divine 5/8\55//6 From Als
Fdher Lsaac that had been prorvsed by God
lo Hs grandfdher Abraham. This blessing
fedtlures, the
gredest of which was the prosruse of Christ
who woulld redeesr Vs pecple from Zheir

included Several distinctive

sins. The prorise of that blessing is an
inhreritance that continues o be Shared Ay all
of” God's elect pecple today. For "as many as
receved LCArSE], 2o thenm gave e poeer Co
become the Sons of (God, even Zo them thad
believe of His name: chich were born, nct of
blood, nor of the will of the Flesh, nor of
Zhe coill of man, buidt of God." (John 112,3)

(3) 77}&}/ were Sons of peculiar trals. For
Jacodb himself is an example on how all of
Gods pecple conduct themseles in Zhe
world. Although he was a believer, he
nevertheless 52‘/‘4(&3/80/ with s sin and ofen
distrusted God in his daly Iife. As a result,
God chastened Aim as a Ffadher would
correct a rebellious child. OFten, the
c/zaSZ‘en//g of the Lord came in the form, of
Crials, wherein God purposed o teach Jacob
Che lessons of discipline and godly /living.

}

This is a Common experience +or every
Christian, and wise 15 Che child of God who
yields 2o the chastenng of the Lord. "My
Son, despise not thou the chastenng of the
Lord, nor Fant when thou art rebitked oF
Yim: For whorm Che Lord /oveth He
chastenethy and sScourget/h every Son whor
e receneth..now ro c/mSZ‘enf/g for the
present Seemeth to be JoyoUsS, Ve grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yiel/deth the
peaceable +ruit of rigltectsness wnto them
which are exercised thereby.” (Heb. 12:5-1)

(o) 77Iey were Sons of an anc/m/girg God.
The rame
which is an excellent description on Ao he
Ived Ais Ilife. Ihnstead of y/e/o/frg himself Zo
Zhe Sovereigh rule of God, he allermpled o
control his own desting 4/ man//oa/az‘/rg and

Jacob means "selt —governed”,

chedating the pecple around hir in order Zo
gan position and wealth. He was eXCeea///g/y
successtul in accomplishing Ais purposes,
wti/ he coas confrorted by an wge! of the
LOKD in a crest/ing mach. While Jacod
SZ‘rajg/er:/ with the LOKD and Zried coith all
s power Zo gan the advardage, Che LOKD
reached dowon and simply Zoiiched Jacob's
leqg. Immedialely, /s leq cas disjoirted #rom
the bone and Jacob Found limself c’///gug Zo
the LOKD for support instead of Figltting
against the LOKD in rebellion. As a result of
the LOKD's viclory over Jacod, A's rame
was changed 2o Israel which means "God-
governed”. From thad point Forward, Jacod
was called ZIsrael/ and As children coere
called the children of Lsrael. A)/ﬁ/ Zhen, are
2hey called the "sons of Jacob" in Malach
347 7778}/ are called the "sons of Jacod" in
order to resind the pecple that their lives
@re governed 57/ Zhe anc/zarg/ng God. IF ever
we Zry 2o mappuldde our circumstances or
Che pecple around ws in order o advance in
life, we may be sure thal coe are Faling Zo
rust in Zhe anc/za/g/hg God tWho dlore
controls our destiny.



V. Wow is the relationship betioeen the LOKD and 2he sons of Jacod Secired?

The relaionship beteween the LOKD and Zhe
"sons of Jacob" /s secured éy Zhe
/mmaz‘aéf//fy of Who God is and whad ¥e
chooses to accomplish. When we are old
the "sons of Jacolb" are not "conswumed”,
this means thad God's pecple are not
destroyed in J'adgmenf. Since the LOKD has
choSen His pecple to saation before the
world was created, Y/is anc/;ang/nﬁ choice
guarastees their elernal salvadion in Christ.
4/1‘/70443/7 Christians are enabled Zo /ive
30&/}/ in Christ Jesus z‘/7roa3/7 Zhe New
Birth, they are nevertheless confronted
with daly sin which sSometimes causes
Chem ZCo be wunfwthful! Zo the LOKD.
However, even when God's pecple are
wunfathful to Yiny, He is never wnfadhfu/
2o them, Ffor He is anchangz‘ng n Yis
Ffathfulness - "IF we confess owr Sins,
e is Fathful and Just to forgive wus our
sins, and to cleanse wus From all
wnrighteousness.” (1 Jn. 1:9) This /s whdad
the Apostle Pacd was referring to when he
sad, "We know that all 2Aings work
Cogetfer For good Zo them A /ove God,
Zo Cherm who are the called CZCCO/*c//ng Zo
his purpose. For whorm he did foreknoc,
he a/so did predestinate to be conformed
2o the image of /s Son, Cha he rugit be
the F£irstborn among  many brethren.

l

Moreover whom he did predestinade, them
he also called: and cwhorm he called, ¢hem
he also justified: and cwhom fe justified,
2herm he also glorified. What shall we Zhen
say Co these things? If God be for ws,
who can be aga/nsz‘ wUs? He that spared not
Ais own Son, but delvered him wup for wus
ally, howo shall he not with him a/so Freely
gve us all things? Who shall lay any g
Yo the charge of God's elec?? It is God
that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea
ratfier, LA is risen agan, who 1S even a
the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession Ffor ws. Who shall separdde
love of Christ? shall

Cribelation, or distress, or persecution, or

ws From Zhe

Fartine, or nakedness, or peril, or Seord?
As it is written, For Ay Sake e are killed
a/l the day long; we are accounted as sheep
for the s/aag/ﬁer. /\/ay, in all these f/l/‘nﬁ\S
we are more than conguerors through Aim
that loved ws. For I am persuaded, ¢hat
neither death, life, nor ange/S , nor

p/‘/‘ndl‘/ﬂ‘a//‘f/‘e\S, nor

nor
powers, nor things
present, nor things Zo come, Nor heig/t,
nor depth, nor amy other creature, shall be
able o separale ws from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Kop.

$:25-39)



