\ / The Majesty of God: His Sovereignty — Study 3

\ / é/nre\sf/‘nﬁ, an/)asf/nﬁ, and silent as //:9/75,
= ~ Nor warting, nor easting, Thou rulest in mig/t,;
77@/ JL(S{/‘Ce, /ike mowuntans, /7/3/7 Soar/‘rg above,
/ \ T Ay clowds, which are #oeuitans of goodress and love.

Memorl/ Verse

And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted wp rune eyes wunto heaven, and rune
understanding returned wnto me, and I blessed the most %3/7, and I prarsed and hAonottred
him Chal livelh for ever, whoSe dorinion is an e\/er/a\sz‘/ng doninion, and Ais é/nﬂdom s from
gereradion o generation: and all the inhabitants of the ewrth are reputed as nothing' and /e
doeth according to his will in 2he army of heaven, and artong the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? (Danie/ 4:34,35)

Yometoork

Monday = (D Kead Guestions I and II.(2) Mepiorize Hyrmn and Verses.

Tuesday = () Kead Introduction and Genesis 1415-20. (2) Memorize Hymn and Verses.

Wednesday = () Kead Question IIL.(2) Memorize Hymn and Verses.

Thersday = (D) Kead Question IV. (2) Meporize Hyrn and Verses.

Friday = () Kead Question V. (2) Memorize H/rn and Verses.

Saturday = () Kead Question VI.(2) Complete the Actividy. (3) Memorize Hymn and Verses.
Actividy

We have learned that the most 4194 God is
the Owner and Blesser of this whole
world. Yowever, we do not aleays practice
Zhis great Zruth in our lives. There /s a
story about a man who was so rich that

man, we Coo are enriched cwith so many
5/355//735. We Sometimes Think only of
oursees and after we have had Fun and
grown tired of owur blessings, we then
offer the Lord owr left-overs. In order Zo

po—" fmwrmwm%

he aleoays had rore than he could ead. A Fix CHis problesm, answer the Following
the end of each meal, he would order Zhe i' ?aeéf/oné and make a plan Chat will help
Servants o 3az‘/7er Zhe scraps that resan you walk closer with the Lord.

and feed Cherr 2o the POOr. Like 2hat rich

(l> Y/oa) can yoa i/‘z‘/m on yoar Money.7 ( 3) %oa.) can yoa ¢ithe on yoé(l* ta/enz‘s?

(2) How can you tithe on your time? (9 Howo can you tithe on your daly actiities?

,,.wmmwmmmm " &



Z. What Does the "SoVerezgnz‘y of” God " Mean?

The Sovereignty of God 15 the absolute
re{gn of the K/‘nﬁ of ,é/ng\f and Lord of
lords. Like a two-sided coin, Sovereignty
necessarily includes Zwo essential
characteristics: the authority Zo make a
decision and the ability o carry ouwt that
decision. As Creator, God /s the supreme
acit hority over al/l creation and is a.éSo/aZ‘e/y
able Zo accomplish a/l ¢hat e desires. 7o
understand the impordance of s Zwo-
fold aspect of Sovereignty, consider Zhe
Following illustration. A #ragi/e
3rana/moz‘/78r /s éaéy\sfz‘z‘/ng her § year old
grandson. The grandson is angry Chad /e
carnct eat ice cream. The grandmottier
disciplines her grandson 5}/ demanding /e go
o Ais room For an howr. The grandson
refuses to obey As grandmother, pushes
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her 2o the ground and runs ouwt of’ Zhe
house to play with As Ffriends down Zhe
Street. Think of it the grandmct her has
the authority over her grandson, but
because of her age, she does not have Zhe
aéf/fz‘y o carry out her instructions. On
the other Aand, Zhe grarndson has  Zhe
aéf//‘z‘y lo carry owl Ais wishes, But
becautse of His youth, he does not have
¢he awuthority Zo rebel/ against his
3ranc¥moz‘/7er. When e Speaé of’ the
Sovereignty of” God, we mean thal God has
the right (acthoridy) and the might (ability)
Zo do whddever Ye chooses o do. GGod is
not Saé/'ecz‘ o amthung or ayone outside
of” YimsSelf and noz‘/7fn3 or no one IS able
2o Ainder God From ac Aieving Yis purpose.
(Dan. 4:34,35; Prov. 2145 Acts 9:5; 1 Tint. 41506

ITZ. had /s Zhe Mean/n\cl; of the Words in the Stanza of ¢he %g//yln?

First Line: () God is é/nre\sz‘//g, Mean//g thad
God /s not exhacsted of s SZ‘re/gZ‘/l and
Lherefore never Sleeps; (2) God is unhasting,
meaning that God 15 not excessive in His
action and theretore never hurries; (3) (GGod
5 Silent as light, meaning 2had God is not
extravagawit Z‘/Il‘odg/l s  reveldadion, yet /ike
//5/75 ), YiS presence /s ever/wohiere Seen.

Second Line: () God is not cowiting, reaing
that (God does not lack dh}/t/ll‘hﬁ, arnd Is
therefore perfect in tho He is; (2) God is
not coasting, meanmng thad God does not do
anthing cithowt purpose, and s therefore
perfect in wha He does; (3) God rules in
g, meaning that God reigns supreme, and
1S Cherefore K/‘ig of f/rg\s and Lord oF lords.

Third Lline: The JL(SZ‘/C& of (GGod Is the
execution of Gods Jao/gmenz‘ Upon  every
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persSon QCCO/-O//‘/@ Zo ¥is r/S/IZ‘eOL(S Laeo (Ten
Commandments). As mowtains are so Zall
that Zhey can oversee e\/eryt/ﬁ/g beneddh
2hert, so (God Sees everjone who breaks ¥is
Laco and therein wpholds s JL{SZ‘/Ce éy
recoarding them according o Cheir deeds.
“For the wages of sin is death.” (Kom. ¢23)

Fourth Line: The grace of God is gloriously
rcpnfested in Zhe 5//2‘ of” saladion Z‘/?foagh
Jeswus Christ. As clowds are the Fowuntans
From which ran Falls and coalers the earth,
so the grace of’ God is the Ffourdan Fror
which His goodness  and love Flows and
saes Sinners. "But the gt of God is
elernal lite through Jesus Christ owr
Lord." (Ropr. ¢:23)



The Most %3/7 God: Owoner and Blesser
(Genesis 1415 -20)

Introduction: There was a confederation of four ,é/‘n35 who took c/]a/ge of the pecple who
/ved in the 5arroano//n3 area of Baéy/on. These é/‘ngs had imposed a tax on Che citizens of’
ZArs region and for Cwelve years the pecple were obedient to their masters. However, Zhe
pecple were not happy //‘\//ng wunder the awtocratic yo,ée of these ﬁnﬁ\s and therefore Formed
their own alliance reSa/z‘/ng in thelr rebellion and refusal o pay their Laxes. The confederacy
of ,éfngé organ/'Zec/ an arrry Co Swbdite the pecple alliance and re\ga/‘n control of the land. One
such battle cas Ffoug/t in Sodor. The commander of the pecple alliance cwas not very
Skilled in the ard of combad. He allowed Ais men to putl wup Lheir defense in Front of Slime
pits which cut ofF their relreat and a/z‘/‘mafe/y ended with the COn/'ederacy of” ,éfng\s
cOn?aer/ng Zhe alliance. After their vicZory, 2he confederacy of ,é/ngé ook as their recoard al/
the Zreasures of the city and ens/aved the pecple. 4/)70/73 Zhe captives was Abrahar's
nepheco, Lot. Upon discovering CAIS neews, Abraham galhered 31§ men cwhom he had sgillfully
Crained For combad. He led Ahis arry to the top waters of the Jordan Kiver and waited wnti/
dark. Strategically dividing s men into two groups, he led a charge agaunst the confederacy
of ,é/ngs in the ruddle of Zhe n/g/ﬁ which literally Yook the bewildered arrny 5}/ Surprise.
777roa5/7 all the confusion, Aératia successFully defeated the confederacy of ,é/ngé and
became the oroner of the gredd Creasures thad had been accumetladed by the oppoSIing arry.
e chose Zo relwurn home éy PAsSing z‘/'zroag/z Jerusalerr, which at the ime was called
Salem. As he approached the cidy, a man rnamed Me/lc hezidec § 3reefea' Aim and Che /’o//oa)/‘ng
Cransaction took place between them. Kead ¢he passage carefully and pay special attention Zo
Abrahar's response Zo Me/c hezidec k.

Melc fuzedek: A K/ng and a Priest
And Melc hizedek
The Position: King of” salem
é/nﬁ of” Saler
The Presentadion: Kedemptlion Symbolized - bread and cine
5)‘0&(5/7( Forth bread and coine:
The Position: Priest of the Most >4//3/I God
and fe was the priest of the most figh God.
The Presertadion: SoVerelgnz‘y Magn/‘//‘eo’ - Owner and Blesser
And he Blessed hinr, and said,
The Benediction: Dorunion of Most %3/1 God - over Abratan  Blessed™)
Blessed be Abrar of the most ﬁlg/I God,
The Keason: (God /s the Possessor — Yeaven and Earth
possessor of heaen and earth:
The Benediction: So\/ere{gniy of Most >‘/13/I God — in Yimselt ( Blessed™)
and blessed be the »ost /7/3/7 God,
The Keason' (God Is the Distributer — Kighteous and Wicked
which hath delivered 2hine enerties into thy hand.
The Principle: Ke ec',ojn/z/nj & 4c(now/eo’3/n5 (God as Owoner and Blesser
And /e gave him Cithes of all.



IIT. tho is Melchizedek and tohad 's s Connection enth 2he Sa/ere/;c/;nz‘y of” (God?

First, consider who Melchizedek is: (D
Melc hizedek is Zhe King of’ Saler. 7 he
purpose of a ,é/ng 1S Zo rule a pecple in
rtgﬁieoaéneSS and peace. He had been 3/\/en
this raSponS/Af//fy and 2here 15 every reason
o believe he cwas Fathful o Ais charge.
(2) Melchizedek /s the Priest of God. The
purpose of a priest s Co represent a
pecple to (God. 4/#/70413/7 he lived in a
cowurtry which believed in a plurdlity of
godss, Melc hizedek coas a believer in Zhe
Most %5/7 God. He was Fathful Lo £udlfil/
his work as a priest as Ais encounter ewith
Abraham demonstrates.

Second, consider how Melchizedef is
connected with the Sox/erefgnz‘y of” God. ()
The Biblical Keferences. Melchizedek Is
mentioned three Cimes in the Bible. The
FIrSt reference 1S (Fenesis 14 which IS a
historical record of the man who mel
Abrahan ; the second reference is Psalm 10
which is a prephetical account of’ the man
who was yet Lo come; the Lhird reference
Is Hebrews 7 which explains the
Aistorical record and Shows Ao Zhe
prophetical accowunt is Fulfilled. (2) The
Biblical Explanation. Ultimately, Jesus
Chrs? 15 owur 3/‘8&? “Melchizedek" as He
retles over Yis pecple ith I‘/ﬁ/?Z‘eoL(SneSS
and peace and /s the only Mediator betroeen
God and  ren.

Z‘oﬁeiher, and Nj/]ieoaSneSS and peace Kiss

"Mercy and truth met

each other.” (Psalm Ss-’10> I we cannct
Come to (God withowt a Mediator becawtse
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of our Sin, then Ao does Zhe Medialor
Zake acoay our sin? Yo does the Mediator
érfa/ge the gap betieen the rig/tecusness
of God on one end and the peace of (God
on the other end, cith our sin aganst God
and Y/is Jadgmeni Upon US in beteoeen? The
947 has been ér/a/gea/ by Jesus Christ cwhen
e, the Son of God (absolutely God),
became the Son of Man (completely man);
born of a virgin  and Cherefore conceived
cwithout sin; living an obedient /ife to the
God the Father, o/y/nj as a \/o/anfdl‘y
sacrifice o God and perfect swbstilute
for Yis peoﬁ/e Z‘/?/‘oé(g/? Che blood of ¥is
alonng death; buried in the grave for tAree
days and three nights Chereby completing
Che regeitired penalty as a result of our
SinS; rising From the dead on the third day
Cherein gquaranteeing ouwr salvation and
conguering dedth by His Sovereign pocver
ascending wp to heaven afler Fordy dass
where Ye now Sits ad the r{g/?Z‘ hand oF
the Father as owr continual Priest; and
eill one day return o tAIS earth when al/
of %‘5 peo/ﬂ/e shall be 345/}8/‘80/ with %/”/
n heaven.

This is whad Hebrews 7 is Ceaching us.
The Melchizedek that Hbrahar met coas
only a figure of who Jesus Christ Zruly
’s. Jesws i1s owr K}nﬁ and e /s owr Priest.
This is why Jesus sad, "I amn the way,
Che Cruth, and the [ife: no man cometh
wunto the Fadher, but éy Me." (Tn. 14:¢)

V. Whdt was the First '777//73 Melc fiizedek did cohen e Met Abrahan?

When Melcfiizedek met Abratiam, he ofFered
Aim bread and coine. /4)/7}/ did he do Z2Hs?
wWas Melctizedek Ae/nﬁ a 3ooa/ host  and
providing refreshments For Ais guest? This

wmmmmmmnmmz -

appears o be improbable since HAébraham
had  just  received Zhe spoils  From s
vicZory in battle. He Ahad p/enfy of
refreshment o s disposal. There is an



interesting suqgestion that this "éread and
wine” carried a prophetical meanng, just as
Melchiizedek Himself was a prophetical
#igure of Jesus Christ. whad then does
2he
Christ instituted a special commerordation
of” Yis az‘onz‘nj death called "The Lords
Supper”. The Llord's Supper has Zewo
elements thal are shared by the baptized
christians who are members of Zhe
church. The Apostle Paul sad, "The cup
of” blessing which we bless, is it rnot 2he
Communion of the blood of Christ? The
bread which we break, is it not Zhe
communion of the body of Christ?" The
wine represents the blood of Christ and
Zhe é/‘eaa/ >§//5 500’}/. 7778 blood of Christ is
Lhe bond thal wunites the body togetfrer. On
the one hand, the body of Christ eas
broken when He was crucified on the
cross and Yis blood oas f/}ereéy Shed. On
the other hand, the body of Christ is a
melaphor For the church and 1T is s

“bread and cine” represent? Jeswus

blood thad wnites the baptized believers
who are members Zogether. All of his may
sound rather complicated, but it is
actually very simple. The body and blood of
Christ, represented A}/ 2he bread and coine,
IS a commemordalion of Zhe @oning deats
of Jesus Christ which is the basis for
God and other
believers. The Sot/ere/gnfy of God is

ouUr Ccommunion woith

manifested rost power/’a//y when (God the
Fadher Sent ¥/is only éegofz‘en Son o sSave
Yis people Ffrom their Ssins 2hrough the
substitutionary death of Jesus Christ.
Me/lc hizedek /7;3/1//3/72(5 2his  wonderful!
reth prior o Als pronouncesment of the
Gre@ness of God by Ar/nsfng Forth "bread
Can you 2hink of a betler
demonstration of (God's Sovereignty 2han

and wine”.

s accomplishment of a/e//\/e/-/ng Sinners
Fron Cheir Sin and conderinadion éy o/’f’e/‘/'ng
>¢i/y/5¢g/7(7 as a sacrifice for Sin and

swbstitution fFor Sinners?

V. What is the Second 777//73 Melc hizedek did cohen ¥e Met Abraharr?

When Melchizedek met Héraham, he also
pronounced a specia/ A/eSanﬁ on him. The
é/essing IS an explanation on the Sovereignty
of God. First, consider the title of God.
Twice Melchizedek refers Zo the Lord as
Che most high God”. Four treths can be
galhered by the title: () s Singa/ar Glory:
e 15 "Che” most /7/3/7 God - not k/Z(Sf “a”
god; (2) s Swupreme Glory: Ye is the
“rmost” /7/5/7 God - gredater Zhan all other
300/5)' (3) s SOVerelign é/oryf e /s the
most  "high” God - the King of (l‘n\gs and
Lord of lords; () s Sacred é/oly-' e /S
the most high "God" - Zhe alrrig/ity God by
which for Him, i/]foag/z Yir and to Him
are all things, 2o whonm be glory Forever.
These Four Cruths expressed Ay
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Me/c huzedek are staqgering to 2hink about
when we remember thad he was /iving in a
place where the majority of pecple
worshipped many different gods. Standing
almost alone in s comvictions on Che one
God, he embraces Hbrahan as a
Fellow believer and confers wpon him a

Zrute

é/e\SS/nj, Second, consider the dorinion of
God. There are two aspects to tChe
SOVere{gnfy of God which Melchizedek
/7/:9/7//3/7(5, () The Most >§/13/7 God Is Zhe
Oconer of All Things. He is the 'possessor
of heaven and earth”. There are two realmms
God has created - the spiritual world and
Che mdaderial world. For example, when God
created the £Irst Airman, e £irst made Zhe
man From the dird of’ Zhe grownd which



became His //7}/5/‘6@/ (mcderial) Aoa/y)‘ e
hen breathed into the man's nostrils the
breath of life after which he became a
/ving  soul (spiritual ée/ng). Everything
created in the spiritua/ and materia/ corlds
ée/onﬁé Zo the Credtor. Youw may /e in a
house, on a wardrobe of clothes, have a
collection of toys and games, make regetlar
additions o a piqgy bank; but all of these
2‘/7//735 ée_/ong foremost o (God Yimself
You ray wse phrases like: "My parents”,
"My shoes”, "My rmoney”, "My Friends”, "My
ime"y, "My life", etc., but we must awass
remember thad all of Zhese ¢hings  are
owoned by God. For example, you may say o
vour Frend, "I want Zo imvite you Zo sy
house." Although it is your house
because it s where you  [ive, it doesnt
actually belong o YOU because you did
rot éay iZ. Youwr howse rea//y ée/onjé Zo
vour parents who éoé(g/?l‘ 2. You 381‘ Zo
call it your house only because your
parents own 2. In The same way, we Can
only say we own Something in CAIS world
becawse (God cwons it and allows ws o wuse
2. (2) The Most %3/7 God iIs the Blesser
for Yis Pecple. e not only owns all
2‘/7//735 , but He also distribiutes the Z‘/7/‘n35
Ye owns For Yis pecple Co epmoy. In Zhe
case of Aéraham, God had gven o Airm and
s 315 men the viclory in batdtle. Unless

God had delivered 2Ais é/essfng Zo Abrahan,
he would not Aave received iZ. 4/0/73 ewith
the victory, was also given all Che
treasures of the enemy. Abrahar had
Cherefore a Very rich man.
Me/lc hizedek I's simply z‘e///ng Abraham that
every Specific blessing he epjoys has been
gven 2o fim by God the Blesser. let wus
look a ancther example. Imagine Chere is a

éedome

Very wedalthy man who owns a large fouse.
Ths man Aires a Servant o ook after the
house. This servant does not really own
the Chings in 2he man's howuse, but he Is
given Zhe r85/on51‘5///z‘y o ovVersee the
Z‘/?/'ngs Che rman ocwns. His Joﬁ IS Zo be a
good steward of another man's riches. In
the same cay, God owns all 2¢Aings He has
made. We are s sStewards who are
responsible o oversee (GGod's possessions.
We must therefore dlways be thankful +or
whatever we have been g\ven in Vife (even /itfe
itself is a gft Fror God); we must be
Ffathtful to look afer the Z‘/}/‘hﬁS God has
gven Zo us; we ,ust be wise lo make
investments cwith the CAings God has gven
lo us; we must rever epjoy the 2hings God
has given Zo us in Lhemselves, bed rather
aleays epjoy God through the things we
have received. e must glorify the Blesser

5}/ e/g/'oyfng i f/?l*oagh Zhe A/eSS/nsS .

VZ. Yoo did Abratiam Kespond o Melctizedek?

After Melchizedek pronounced a é/e\s\s/ng
on HAbraham by magriflying the sovereignty
of God, Abraham responded Y gving o fum
a tthe of all his possessions. A tithe
means 10 percest. Abraham therefore ook
one tenth of e\/eryi/ﬁnﬁ he  Ahad g ned
through Ahis viclory and gave that
percentage Co Melc /i zedek. A)hy did he do
¢his? 'ﬁrz‘/w‘ng 15 the way a believer in Christ
aa(now/edge\S Zhe SOVerelgniy of (God in s

life. God Yimself established Che principle
éy 2he way e chose o creale and govern
Chis world. For example, when e called
into existence TAS wniverse, He chose Zo
set apart For Yimselr one Solar Systen
(Milky /Jay> £rom an innumerable rnumber of
Solar Sy\SZ‘eMS)' e chose 2o set apart £or
Yimselr one planet ( Epdh)  Fron many
e chose 7o set apart For
Yimselr one day (Sabbath) owt of Zhe

planets



Seven in a week; He chose to set apart for
Yimselr Hhurman ée/ngs ( giving therm a
spiritual capacity) From all other
Credlures e chose Zo Set apart Ffor
Yimselr one 3ara/en (Eden) For man 2o live in
From among all other places on the earth;
Ye chose o Set apart For Yimselr one
tree (Knowledge of Good and &il) From
ar1ong all other Trees in the 3ara/en)‘ e
chose o set gqpart for Yimsel£r one eoay of
salation ( aoning death of a sacrificial
of%’erin3> From all Sther ways allempled by
Sinners; ¥e chose o set apart For
Himseld His own pecple (election) Fror
other Sinners, for "blessed be the (God and
Fadher of owr Llord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed wus with all spiridual
é/e55/n35 in heavenly places in CAhrist:
QCCOrc//ng as He hath choSen ws in Him
before the foundation of the world, that
we Should be /70/y and  without Elame
before Yin in love.” (fp/y 1:3—¢) Now, this
grea? principle of God setting qpart one
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portion from the whole is the basis for
His pecple sSetting apard 10 percent Fron
Che whole of tCherr é/eé&'nﬁé unto the
Lord. It is the practical way in which you
and I aleoays ac(now/ea/ge 2hat (God owns
our /lives and we are only stewards
fa/‘z‘hﬁz//y o\/e/‘Seez‘ng whad ée/onsé Zo Yin.
Just as the Sabbath is set apard Zo Zhe
Lord in a special way, So 10 percent of our
blessings are also set apart in a sSpecial
way Co Him. Furlhermore, when Abraham
gave Ais Cithe, he offered it Zo Melc hizedek.
Yebrews 7 tells wus that Jeswus Christ i/s
Che Gread Melchizedek and believers offer
Cheir tithes Zo the /ving Lord and Saviowr,
Che Yead of the church. Ths is ewhy
Christians put Cheir Cithes in the offering
plades during church services - Zhey are
not gving the tithes Co the church, But
rather gving their tithes o Jeswus Christ
Chrowugh the church, as e is Head of the

church.



