The Majesty of God: His Self-Existence

Lrmrmortal, Tnvisible, God only wise,
Zn lig/ht inaccessible hid From our eyes;
Most blessed) mast glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Alriglity, victoriows, Thy gread Name coe praise.

Stud Yy

Z. Lhat Does the "Selt-Existence of (God" Mean?

The Self-existence of (3od means thad ¥/is
existence 15 in HimselL. On the other hand,
every?/hing God has created owes its
existence Co Someone owulside of itself.
For example, in order for you to /ive (exis?)
in CAIS world, you regttire parents to give
vou birth, you are in need of caler and
Ffood to guench your CArst and Aunger,
you must have ar o breathe and groutnd 2o
stand on. However, God does not re?a/re

parents to give Yirm birth, He never ge?s

e LA

2hirsty or Aungry and e does not need ar
o breathe or ground to stand on.
&verylhing reeded éy God Is contanred in
God Himself. As credtures, we have a
From God; As the
Creator, e /s Sel/f-existent g/ving
existence Zo a/l other things. The Bible
cpens with the words, "In Zhe éejfnn/nﬁ
God credted..." (Gen. D). The reason oy
God was "in" the 533//7/7//73 15 because (God

"derived—existence”

Ahas "no” éeg/nn/nﬁ.

IT. thdd is Zhe Mean/nﬁ of the tWords in the Stanza of Zhe Y/ymn?

First Line: (D God is Immortal, rearing
that God capnct die; (2) God is Imisible,
meaning Chat God is wunseen in physical
Forst; (3) God is on/y Wise, Meanfng ¢hat
God is perf’ecz‘ n the qpp//caf/on of >§//'5
,énow/ea’ﬂe.

Second Line: God is Lig/ht Iraccessible,
meaning that God dewells in the splendour
of Yis radiance which no one can
approach, therefore e i/s Aid Ffrom our

eyeS .

Third Line: (1) God is Most Blessed, mewnng
that God is happy and joyful, being
satistied and having pleasure in Yimself; ( 2)
God 15 Most Glorious, meaning that God
beacditully majestic in Yis own brilliant
grandectr; (3) God is the Ancient of Days,
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meaning that God although God is eternal,
Being owutside of all time and not Saé/‘eci
o its /limitations, yez‘ He /s also
ever/asting, #illing every moment of Cime
with His entire Be/'nﬂ.

Forrth Line: () God is /4/m/'3/71‘y, reaning
that God I/s the authordy and has the
ability do carry out whatsoever e
wishes; (2) God Is Vietoriows, meanng
that God accomplishes whatsoever e
wishes and no one is able to stop Hirm; (3)
God's Name Is Gredd, meaning that CGod
has  given Zo wus distinctive titles of
Yimselr which indicate ¥is nalure and
personality which is great; ( ) We praise
Wim, because Cthis s the only Crue and
/iving God.



The Apostl/e Paul's Sermon on the Self—Existence of God
(Acts 17:22-3D

Introduction: Athens was a celebrated city of Greece, distinguuished For its learning,
philosophy, arts, rulitary genus and religous beliefs. It received its name “Hthens” in
honottr of” Minerva, the goddess of wisdom and strength, who was chietly worshipped in the
province. The Apostle Paul visited Chis city where he mel many pecple who cwere interested
in wunderstanding the Zruth. W hile passing hrough Mars ill, ¢he >%‘3/7 Court of Appeal For
criminal cases, he Saw an altar ewith Chis inscription: "TO THE UNKNOWN GOD." T became
obvious to Paul that the people of ALhens knew God existed, Chey just did rnot knoeo who
God is. He therefore preached a Sermon which explaned who God is. The Sermon answers
three basic guestions, which are explored in the remander of these notes. Take some Cire
2o read the sermon and 2ry Co understand Che Highlighted notes above each division.

T}?e ( e/{g/on of Man: Based on )6/61/)762/7 SapehSZ‘/lf/on

(22b) Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. (23a) For as I passed by, and
beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.

777.3 Iﬂnoﬁdnde of Mah
(23b) Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

Man is Derived-Existence and Cherefore Dependent on GGod
(24a) God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,

God 15 Self—Existent and herefore Independent of Man

(24b) dwelleth not in temples made with hands; (25a) neither is worshipped with men’s hands,
as though he needed any thing,

Man i's Derived-Existence and Cherefore Dependent on God
(25b) seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

(God 15 Self~Existence and Cherefore Independent of Man

(26) and hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,
and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

God /s Self-Existence and Cherefore Independent of Man
(27) that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one of us:

Man is Derived-Existence and therefore Dependent on God

(28a) for in him we live, and move, and have our being;

Man 1S Derived—Existence and therefore Depenc/enz‘ on (God

(28b) as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. (29a) Forasmuch
then as we are the offspring of God,

éoa/ /IS Se/f —bxirstent and Z/lere-tpore Ina/epeno/enf o Man
(29b) we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by

art and man’s device.

7 he Zgnorance of Man
(30a) And the times of this ignorance God winked at;

T}?e ( e//:gl‘on o Man’ Based on D/\//‘ne ( e\/e/az‘/'on

(30b) but now commandeth all men every where to repent: (31) because he hath appointed a day, in the which
he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.



IIT. Do Al K e//;c/q/on\s lead 2o the Sare (God?

777/5
verses 305—-3!. 777e lwo sStalerents Ceach

IS ansewered in verSes 2256-23a and

wus that pecple have Sore ,énoa)/e_a/ge aboud
Zhere
difference between Zrite re/i3/on and Ffalse

God's existence. ¥oever, s a
religon. False religon (224-23a) is described
5}/ three charcteristics: () Superstition.
Paul said, "ve are oo swuperstitious.”
/s a Belief based on

For

Superstitious to believe hat Just because

Superstition
Speculation. example, it Is
your ears are burning, it must mean
Someocne 1S Z‘a/(/ns aboud you behind yocr
back. False re/{gt‘onS base their beliefs on
ideas about God which hae nro evidence
for their clan. (2) Sincerity. Pact/ “beheld
Cheir devotlions." Even Z‘/?Oé(g/? Zhey had ro
evidence for their beliefs, 2hey nevertfeless
Cruly believed Chem cwith all Lheir heard. In
ther words, il is possible For peocple Zo
be wrong, yet not redlize that they are
corong. There are many pecple who believe in
false re//:gfoné and they really believe Zhey
are rig/t. (3) Idolalry. The inscription they
had  engraved on the altar was Zo an
wUnknoeon 300/ . 77}8}/ had  created in Zhelr
rinds an image of God which was based
purely on their superstition. The Bible
calls this idolatry. False re/{g/on\s worship
a false god and Chey are Cherefore guilty of
idolatry . Tree /‘e//gfon (308-3D /s described
by three characteristics: (D) Kevelation. 7he
staerrent 583//75 ewith God ‘commanding all
men everywhere." THS means thadt God has
revealed Yimsel£ A}/ commanfcaz‘/ng enth
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Wis people i/lroag/'] His words. Unlife the
false re/fgfons who Cry o wunderstand God
Chrough their superstitions, Crue religion
Zries Zo wnderstand God Z‘/7roa3/7 s
revelddion (Zhe Bible). (2) \Taa/gmeni. 7he
next thing ewe learn is that God  has
appointed a day of judgment cwherein all
pecple will hae Zo gve an account of
themseles 2o Yin. Komans 3:23 tells ws
that “all have Sinned and come short of the
3/Ol‘y of God." I is re?a/rea/ that every
Sinner be Judged For the sins fhe has
Commutied against God. There is no escape
From LA judgment. False religion and true
religon hae Zhis one Ching in Common.
Everyone knows that he is accowuntable Zo
God and Chere is a day ?w‘cé/y agproaching
when He woil/ J'aa/ge all pecple. (3) Salation.
The F£ina/ ¢hing we learn is A God  has
gVen assurance of’ salvation o those who
repent of their Sins because Jesus Christ,
Zhe Lord and Saviowur, has died Zo Zake acoay
our sins and has risen Ffrorr Che dead to
gve us spiritudl life. Komans ¢:23 Zells wus
hat Lhere are only two options available to
each Sinner: First, everlasting death in hell,
for the wages of’ Sin is death”; Second,
elernal life in heaven, "but the g#t of God
'S elernal /ife Z‘/}I‘o&(g/l Jesws Christ our
Lord." Unlike Ffulse re/ijion which Cries Zo
worship an wurknoewn god, Zrue religion
Seeks o worship the one true God, Jesus
Christ, who conguered death in order that
we ruglt have life.

V. Why Do Not Al People Know the One True and Only God?

This is anscoered in verses 2356 and 30a. 7The
lwo stalements leach ws Chal pecple do
not know the one Zrue and only God
because 2hey are /Hnoranz‘. The word

wmmmmmmnmmz -

/gnoranz‘ means 'a lack oF ,énoa)/edje or
acoareness”. 4/5/704(3/7 everyone has The
,énow/ea’ge that God exists imprinted on Ars
heart, no one /s able to know (God becactse



of Ais sin. As a result of sin, pecple are
spiritually dead, which means they cannot
See, hear or feel/ God spiridudlly. This leads
Some pecple lo Suppress Cheir ,énoa.)/eo/ge
of God Ay c/a/.””"ng Ye does not exist -
they call themseles Atheists. THs leads
others o pervert Zherr ,énoa.)/eo/ge of” (God
Y creating for themselves an image of God
which is pleasing o them - Zhey form
False religions. Do you think God is
worried TAd Sinners demy and distort Yir?
No. Verse 30a tells wus that God "winked”

IR

@ the Umes of CAiS ignorance, meaning e
disregards the ignorance of man as
Somef/}ing powerless o change Yim. IZ
doesn? matter howo many pecple don?
believe in God, their wnbelief does not
change 2the Cruth of God's self-existence,
neither does it malter fow many False
religons worsthip idols, their perversion of’
God does rot change Che reality of who
God truly is. The only way for sinners Zo
See God spiridudlly, /s £ they are born
agafn. (Tohn 31-5)

and Yowo Are e Kelated to Yini?

V. Who is the One True and Only God

() God is Self-Existent and Zherefore
Independent. Verses 244-2s5a, 295, 26, 27
teaches thal the one Crue and only God has
rno éegfnn/rg, bed has gven a éegfnn/ng Zo
e)/e/}fé/?//g else in existence. Verses 244 and
296 explan thal God is not made by rren
Moa/a’//g an idol/ oud oF 3o/a’, siNer or stone;
e does not dwell in the confines oFf a
Cemple beult by man; neidher does He need
M/lflg in order o be God. Ye /s not
dependent on anyone or amthing oudside of
Himself. Verses 2¢ and 27 explan that the
Self-Eistent God nevertheless has entered
into human Aistory and is not Ffar From any
of ws. 4/2‘/70413/1 Ye Stands above His
credation independertly, He also moves cothin
s creation penez‘raz‘//g/y. Ye has crealed
pecple in His /Mage ("miade of one blood all
ndions of men”) and has a perfect plan For
Zhe orld ("a/ez‘ermfn/rg the times before
appointed, and the bounds of Zheir
habitadion™. It is For ths reason, (GGod
mMNing among ws and God Ma,é//g uUs in s
image (spiriua/ cqpac/z‘y> thad we Should
Seek the lord.

(2) Man i5 Derived—Existence and therefore
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dependent. Verses 24a, 286-29a, 255, 2%a
leaches that man Ahas a éegz'nning and
Cherefore /s dependent on the one Crue and
only God wWho gave rman Chad éegfnn/ng.
Verses 24a and 25é-29a explan that God is
the riler of heaven and earth becawse Ve
has  made the world and everything in 2.
Imagl‘ne a ,é/‘/gc/om-' there rmust be a ﬁlg,
swbjects, law and society. In God's Kingdom,
He is the King, we are the subjects, this
world is Zhe society and Yis Word /s Zhe
laco. As 5aé'ecz‘5 ) we are ot only dependent
on the 4”/‘/73, bed we are also wnder ¥is
athority. Paul wses ancther exapple by
guating from one of the Ahenian poets:
"For we are Gods offSpring." Lmagne a
delivery room in a hospital. A baby is born
From Ais mcther. The baby not only depends
Upon /s mcther for lite and sustenance, fe
a/so is wunder her acthrority. Verses 254 and
25a explan thadt pecple /e, rmove and have
2helr exisStence in (God becawse e has 3/\/en
2o every person life, breath and af/ ¢hings.
We must therefore always resember, we do
not Ive apart From God in LS cworld. Ye is
above wus reding, berealh us wpholding, coithin
us 1‘7////29 arnd arowund ws emérac//g.



VZ. Wow Can e Have A Kelationship with the One True and Only God?

When the Apostle Paul wrote Als letter 2o
the church in Colosse, he gae a Fuller
explanation on the Self-Existence of God
and how we are able o hae a reldionship
oith Him. He sad thad God the Fadher has
delivered ws Fronr Sin Ay Sena///g s Son into
2he world. The Son of God not only created
all Z/]/?HS , We also becarme one of His own
Credures 5}/ éecomfrg a man. Based on Zhe
redesmption Chrowugh s blood, we are able
Zo receie forgveness from our Sins. God
Aas made peace with Sinners through the
blood of Christ and has therein reconciled

us to Himself Yes, even yorul who has been
Separated from God and has been His ererny
by your wicked works, has been reconciled
Zo God ¢hrough Christ. The Son of (God
became the Son of Man (Yhe God-Mar), that
sons of men (Sinners) might be made the
sons of God (sants) through Him (Chris?D).
(Col/. 112-22) "For L[Godl hath made
CCArist] 2o be sin for wus, who krew ro Sin;
that e rug/tt be rade the rig/tecusress of
God in Aim." (2 Cor. g2 "Believe on the
Lord Jeswus Christ, and thowu shaltd be
saved.” (Acts 143D

%omewor,é

Monc/ay-‘ () Kead Sections 1 & 2; (2) Memorize %ymn)' (3) Memorize Isaiah 40:28a

ﬁ(e&d@/-’ () Read Introduction & Acts IZ) (2) Meporize %y/rzn)' (3) Memorize Tsaiah 402584

A)ec/neSa’@/-' (D) Kead Section 1; 2) Memorize )4}//)7/7)' (3) Merorize Isaah 40:29

T}Ié(rSa/ay-‘ () Read Section 2;( 2) Memorize %ymn)' (3) Merorize Isaiah 4030

F/:/c/@/-' () Kead Section 3, Pards | and 2, (2) Memorize %ymn)' Mermorize Lsaah 403

Saturday: (1) Kead Section 4; (2) Memorize Hymn; (3) trite Testimony - raming three ways

you have depended on Zhe Lord ZAis wee,é)' (4/> Keview Tsaiah 40°25-3l.

Memory \érSe

Lsarah 40:25-3

25a Yast thou not knowon? hast thou not heard, that 2he eVer/aSZ‘/ng God, the LOKD, the Creator of

Che ends of the earth, faunteth noty neither is weary?

256 There /s no 5earc/7/h3 of Als L(no/erSZ‘ano//ng,

29 He gveth power Lo the faunt; and Lo Lhem Lhat have no rug/t he increaseth strength.

30 &en the youths shall faunt and be weary, and the young men shall wtierly £all:

31 But they that cwat upon the LOKD shall reneco their strength; they shall mount up cith wings as
eagles ; they shall ren, and not be weary; and Lhey shall walky, and not Fant.



